
 
2 Kings 

Lesson 1 
 

2 Kings 1 
(Dispersion—Willful Sin Has A Woeful End) 

 
Author: 
Since 1 and 2 Kings were originally one book and were artificially divided, see 
the previous discussion regarding the author in the 1 Kings overview. 
 
Date:  About 550 B.C. 
 
Title of the Book: 
See 1 Kings. 
 
Theme and Purpose: 
Second Kings continues the history of Elijah and his successor, Elisha, but it also 
continues what might be termed, the “Tale of the Two Kingdoms.” As such, it 
continues to trace the history of the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah until they are finally conquered and taken into captivity. Israel 
fell to Assyria in 722 B.C. and Judah fell to the Babylonians in 586 B.C. In both 
kingdoms the prophets continued to warn the people that God would punish them 
unless they repented. Second Kings teaches that willful sin in a nation has a 
woeful end. In 1 and 2 Samuel, the nation is born, in 1 Kings it is divided, and in 
2 Kings it is dispersed. After years of pleading with His people through the 
prophets, God’s patience finally turns to discipline just as He promised. Because 
both books were originally one, 1 and 2 Kings share the same theme and goal. 
They teach us how unfaithfulness (disobedience to God’s law and rebellion) must 
lead to God’s discipline and the overthrow of the monarchy. The two kingdoms 
collapsed because of the failure of the kings to rule righteously and give heed to 
God’s truth. 
 
Christ as Seen in 2 Kings: 
Elijah naturally anticipates the forerunner of Christ in John the Baptist (Matt. 
11:14; 17:10-12; Luke 1:17) and Elisha in many ways reminds us of Jesus Christ 
in His ministry. Jensen compares and summarizes their ministry: 

Elijah is noted for great public acts, while Elisha is distinguished by 
the large number of miracles he performed, many of them for 
individual needs. Elijah’s ministry emphasized God’s law, judgment, 
and severity. Elisha supplemented this by demonstrating God’s 
grace, love and tenderness. Elijah was like John the Baptist, 
thundering the message of repentance for sin. Elisha followed this 
up by going about, as Christ did, doing deeds of kindness, and by 
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doing miracles attesting that the words of the prophets were from 
God.1 

 
Outline: 
Second Kings also naturally falls into two sections. The first section, The Divided 
Kingdom (1:1-17:41), selectively traces the reign of the kings of both nations until 
the dispersion of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. The second section, The 
Surviving Kingdom of Judah (18:1-25:30), then traces the reign of the surviving 
kings of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
  1.  The Translation Of Elijah (2:1-11)  
  2.  The Beginning Of Elisha’s Ministry (2:12-25) 
  3.  Jehoram’s Expedition Against Moab (3:1-27) 
  4.  Elisha’s Ministry (4:1-8:15)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 M.  The Reign Of Zechariah In Israel (15:8-12) (753) 
 N.  The Reign Of Shallum In Israel (15:13-15) (752) 
 O.  The Reign Of Menahem In Israel (15:16-22) (752-742) 
 P.  The Reign Of Pekahiah In Israel (15:23-26) (742-740) 
 Q.  The Reign Of Pekah In Israel (15:27-31) (752-732) 
 R.  The Reign Of Jotham In Judah (15:32-38) (750-732) 
 S.  The Reign Of Ahaz In Judah (16:1-20) (735-715) 
 T.  The Reign Of Hoshea In Israel (17:1-41) (723-714) 
  1.  Israel’s Defeat (17:1-6 ) 
  2.  Israel’s Sins (17:7-23) 
  3.  Israel’s Dispersion (17:24-41) 
Ii.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 C.  The Reign Of Amon (21:19-26) (642-640) 
 D.  The Reign Of Josiah (22:1-23:30) (640-609) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz (23:31-33) (609) 

                                            
1 Irving L. Jensen, II Kings with Chronicles, A Self-Study Guide, Moody, p. 20. 
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 F.  The Reign Of Jehoiakim (23:34-24:7) (609-598) 
 G. The Reign Of Jehoiachin (24:8-16) (598-597) 
 H. The Reign Of Zedekiah (24:17-25:21) (597-586) 
  1.   Rebellion Against Babylon And Destruction Of The  
    Temple (24:17-25:10) 
  2.   Third Deportation To Babylon (25:11-21) 
 I.  The Governorship Of Gedaliah, A Puppet Governor (25:22-26) 
 J.  The Release Of Jehoiachin In Babylon (25:27-30) 
 

2 Kings 1 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 

2 Kings 1:1-18 
  1. Elijah’s Next Assignment.  1:1-4 
1   Now Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab. (853) 
2  And Ahaziah (son of Ahab) fell through the lattice in his upper chamber 

which was in Samaria, and became ill. So he sent messengers and said to 
them, "Go, inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron (one of the main 
Philistine cities), whether I will recover from this sickness."  

3  But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, "Arise, go up to meet 
the messengers of the king of Samaria and say to them, 'Is it because 
there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-zebub, the 
god of Ekron?'  

4  "Now therefore thus says the LORD, ' You shall not come down from the 
bed where you have gone up, but you shall surely die.'" Then Elijah 
departed.  

 1. Ahaziah is like his father, who worshipped other gods. 
 2. Elijah was sent to intercept the messengers. 
 
  2. The Report To Ahaziah.  1:5-8 
5  When the messengers returned to him (Ahaziah) he said to them, " Why 

have you returned?"  
6  They said to him, "A man came up to meet us and said to us, 'Go, return 

to the king who sent you and say to him, "Thus says the LORD, 'Is it 
because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of Baal-
zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you shall not come down from the bed 
where you have gone up, but shall surely die.'"'"  

7  He said to them, "What kind of man was he who came up to meet you and 
spoke these words to you?"  

8  They answered him, "He was a hairy man with a leather girdle bound 
about his loins." And he (Ahaziah) said, "It is Elijah the Tishbite."  

 1. Ahaziah knew who about Elijah and possibly had seen him 
 before. 

 2. Elijah’s fear appears to be gone. 
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  3. Ahaziah’s First Attempt To Stop Elijah.  1:9-10 
9  Then the king  sent to him (Elijah) a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he 

(the captain) went up to him, and behold, he (Elijah) was sitting on the 
top of the hill. And he (the captain) said to him, "O man of God, the king 
says, 'Come down.'"  

10  Elijah replied to the captain of fifty, "If I am a man of God, let fire come 
down from heaven and consume you and your fifty." Then fire came down 
from heaven and consumed him and his fifty.  

 1. This “if” was probably for Elijah’s benefit. 
 2. He was trying to determine whether or not he was stilled 

 classed as a “man of God.” 
 3. Notice that he was sitting on a hill, ready to watch or run. 
 
  4. Ahaziah’s Second Attempt.  1:11-12 
11  So he (Ahaziah) again sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty. 

And he said to him, "O man of God, thus says the king, 'Come down 
quickly (right now).'"  

12  Elijah replied to them, "If I am a man of God, let fire come down from 
heaven and consume you and your fifty." Then the fire of God came down 
from heaven and consumed him and his fifty.  

 1. The use of “man of God” by these two captains was probably 
 a term of derision, which would be used by those who follow 
 other gods. 

 2. This “if” was probably more for the messenger who would 
 return to Ahaziah with the report. 

 3. “If” fire came down, it should prove to the king that Elijah was 
 indeed a “man of God.” 

 4. Neither of these captains “went up” to see Elijah. 
 
  5. Ahaziah’s Third Attempt.  1:13-16 
13  So he (Ahaziah) again sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. When 

the third captain of fifty went up, he came and bowed down on his knees 
before Elijah, and begged him and said to him, "O man of God, please let 
my life and the lives of these fifty servants of yours be precious in your 
sight.  

14  "Behold fire came down from heaven and consumed the first two captains 
of fifty with their fifties; but now let my life be precious in your sight."  

15  The angel of the LORD said to Elijah, "Go down with him; do not be afraid 
of him." So he arose and went down with him to the king.  

16  Then he (Elijah) said to him (Ahaziah), "Thus says the LORD, 'Because 
you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron--is it 
because there is no God in Israel to inquire of His word?--therefore you 
shall not come down from the bed where you have gone up, but shall 
surely die.'"  
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 1. This captain had enough humility to accept Elijah as a “man of 
 God.” 

 2. He did not order Elijah around, but asked that his life and the 
 lives of his men be spared. 

 3. The Lord then instructed Elijah to trust this captain, who had 
 evidently become servants of Elohim, since they recognized 
 Elijah as a “man of Elohim.” 

 
  6. Ahaziah’s Death.  1:17-18 
17  So Ahaziah died according to the word of the LORD which Elijah had 

spoken. And because he had no son, Jehoram became king in his place in 
the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah.  

18  Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, are they not written in 
the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 

 1. Ahaziah had allied himself with Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, to 
  build ships. 
 2. The Lord put a stop to it.  2 Chr 20:35-37 
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2 Kings 
Lesson 2 

 
2 Kings 2-3 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841) 
  1.  The Translation Of Elijah (2:1-11) 

2 Kings 2:1-12 
   a. The Prophets In Agreement.  2:1-3 
1  And it came about when the LORD was about to take up Elijah by a 

whirlwind to heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.  (Name 
means “circle.”  The place of the celebration of the first Passover 
during the Conquest and where the manna ceased) 

2  Elijah said to Elisha, " Stay here please, for the LORD has sent me as far 
as Bethel (means, “house of God”)." But Elisha said, " As the LORD 
lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to 
Bethel.  

3  Then the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha and 
said to him, "Do you know that the LORD will take away your master from 
over you today?" And he said, "Yes, I know; be still."  

 1. The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.   
  1 Cor 14:32 

2. Elisha attaches himself to Elijah, knowing he will soon be 
gone. 

3. Bethel (originally Luz) is the place where Jacob placed his 
head on a rock, wrestled with the Lord and was blessed.  Gen 
28 

 
   b. Other Prophets In Agreement.  2:4-6 
4  Elijah said to him, "Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to 

Jericho." But he said, " As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will 
not leave you." So they came to Jericho.  

5  The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho approached Elisha and said 
to him, " Do you know that the LORD will take away your master from over 
you today?" And he answered, "Yes, I know; be still."  

6  Then Elijah said to him, "Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to 
the Jordan." And he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you." So the two of them went on.  

 1. Jericho is the place of a great victory. 
 2. The Jordan is where the Jews crossed for the Conquest. 
 
   c. Parting The Waters.  2:7-8 
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7  Now fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood opposite them 
(Elijah and Elisha) at a distance, while the two of them stood by the 
Jordan.  

8  Elijah took his mantle and folded it together and struck the waters, and 
they were divided here and there, so that the two of them crossed over on 
dry ground.  

 1. This is similar to Moses’ crossing of the Red Sea. 
 2. And to the parting of these waters under Joshua.  Josh 3 
 3. His sequence of journeys tells a story. 
  A. Gilgal-the place of beginning of occupation of the land. 
  B. Bethel-the place of promise to Jacob/Israel. 
  C. Jericho-the place of victory for Israel. 
  D. Jordan-the place of miracles. 
 4. The message to Israel: 
  A. God gave you this land-honor Him. 
  B. God promised you this land-walk by faith. 
  C. God won this land for you-thank Him. 
  D. God will do what is necessary for you to keep it. 
 
   d. Elijah’s Offer-Elisha’s Request.  2:9-11 
9  When they had crossed over (the Jordan), Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask what 

I shall do for you before I am taken from you." And Elisha said, "Please, let 
a double portion of your spirit be upon me."   

10  He said, "You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when 
I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so."  

11  As they were going along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of 
fire and horses of fire which separated the two of them. And Elijah went up 
by a whirlwind to heaven.  

 1. Elisha’s request was for something only God could do. 
2. Elijah knew that he did not have the power to grant it, so he 

left it up to God and gave Elisha a sign. 
 3. Elijah is the shadow of the Rapture of the church. 

4. He is proof, along with Enoch, that one may not have to 
physically die in order to be changed.  1 Cor 15 

5. The “chariot of fire” was from a group who wage war in the 
Angelic Conflict.  2 Kg 6:17 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841) 
  1.  The Translation Of Elijah (2:1-11) 
  2.  The Beginning Of Elisha’s Ministry (2:12-25) 
   a. Elisha’s Reaction.  2:12-14 
12  Elisha saw it and cried out, " My father, my father, the chariots of Israel 

and its horsemen!" And he saw Elijah no more. Then he took hold of his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  
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13  He also took up the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and returned and 
stood by the bank of the Jordan.  

14  He took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and struck the waters and 
said, "Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?" And when he also had 
struck the waters, they were divided here and there; and Elisha crossed 
over.  

 1. Elisha viewed Elijah as his spiritual father. 
2. He tore his clothes over his loss, even though he knew 

beforehand what would happen. 
3. Elijah’s mantle fell to Elisha, signifying the transfer of Elijah’s 

position to him. 
4. He then went to see if he had indeed received the Spirit as 

Elijah had. 
 
   b. Other Prophets Affirm Elisha.  2:15-18 
15  Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho opposite him saw 

him, they said, "The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha." And they came to 
meet him and bowed themselves to the ground before him.  

16  They said to him, "Behold now, there are with your servants fifty strong 
men, please let them go and search for your master; perhaps the Spirit of 
the LORD has taken him up and cast him on some mountain or into some 
valley." And he said, "You shall not send."  

17  But when they urged him until he was ashamed, he said, "Send." They 
sent therefore fifty men; and they searched three days but did not find him.  

18  They returned to him while he was staying at Jericho; and he said to them, 
"Did I not say to you, 'Do not go'?"  
1. The “taking up” of Elijah had been previously revealed to 

them. 
 2. Yet they didn’t believe it when it happened. 
 3. Elisha says, “I told you so.” 
 
   c. Elisha Authenticated.  2:19-22 
19  Then the men of the city said to Elisha, "Behold now, the situation of this 

city is pleasant, as my lord sees; but the water is bad and the land is 
unfruitful."  

20  He said, "Bring me a new jar, and put salt in it." So they brought it to him. 
21  He went out to the spring of water and threw salt in it and said, "Thus says 

the LORD, 'I (the Lord) have purified these waters; there shall not be from 
there death or unfruitfulness any longer.'"  

22  So the waters have been purified to this day, according to the word of 
Elisha which he spoke.  
1. Elisha performs a miracle that would endear the Lord to 

people for centuries. 
 2. This is similar to the miracle done for the Exodus Generation. 
 3. How soon would this group forget? 
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   d. The Price Of Disrespect.  2:23-25 
23  Then he went up from there to Bethel; and as he was going up by the way, 

young lads came out from the city and mocked him and said to him, "Go 
up, you baldhead; go up, you baldhead!"  

24  When he looked behind him and saw them, he cursed them in the name of 
the LORD. Then two female bears came out of the woods and tore up 
forty-two lads of their number.   

25  He went from there to Mount Carmel, and from there he returned to 
Samaria. 

 1. It is dangerous ground to disrespect the Lord’s anointed. 
2. The principle is taught in Lev 19:14 about not mocking those 

who have physical problems. 
 3. To mock this man of God was to mock God. 
 4. The news of what happened was spread to others. 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
  1.  The Translation Of Elijah (2:1-11) 
  2.  The Beginning Of Elisha’s Ministry (2:12-25) 
  3.  Jehoram’s Expedition Against Moab (3:1-27) 
 

2 Kings 3:1-27 
   a. Jehoram’s Life.  3:1-3 
1  Now Jehoram the son of Ahab (evidently, the brother of Ahaziah, who 

had no son cf 1:17) became king over Israel at Samaria in the eighteenth 
year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah (872-848), and reigned twelve years 
(852-840).  

2  He did evil in the sight of the LORD, though not like his father and his 
mother; for he put away the sacred pillar of Baal which his father had 
made.  

3  Nevertheless, he clung to the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he 
made Israel sin; he did not depart from them.  

 1. This is Jehoram of Israel’s epitaph. 
2. Notice that God expects people to leave behind the sins 

committed by past generations. 
 

   b. The Moabites Rebel.  3:4-8 
4  Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep breeder, and used to pay the king 

of Israel 100,000 lambs and the wool of 100,000 rams.  
5  But when Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel.  
6  And King Jehoram went out of Samaria at that time and mustered all 

Israel.  
7  Then he went and sent word to Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying, 

"The king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will you go with me to fight 
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against Moab?" And he said, "I will go up; I am as you are, my people as 
your people, my horses as your horses."  

8  He said, "Which way shall we go up?" And he answered, "The way of the 
wilderness of Edom."  

 1. Israel and Judah unite for a time. 
2. Jehoshaphat suggests a route around the south end of the 

Dead Sea. 
 

   c. Elisha’s Assistance Needed.  3:9-12 
9  So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom; 

and they made a circuit of seven days' journey, and there was no water for 
the army or for the cattle that followed them.  

10  Then the king of Israel said, "Alas! For the LORD has called these three 
kings to give them into the hand of Moab."  

11  But Jehoshaphat said, "Is there not a prophet of the LORD here, that we 
may inquire of the LORD by him?" And one of the king of Israel's servants 
answered and said, "Elisha the son of Shaphat is here, who used to pour 
water on the hands of Elijah."  

12  Jehoshaphat said, "The word of the LORD is with him." So the king of 
Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him.  
1. This threesome headed into battle without considering the 

logistical needs. 
 2. It is good that there was at least one who thought of Yahweh. 
 
   d. Water For The Kings.  3:13-20 
13  Now Elisha said to the king of Israel (Jehoram, son of Ahab), "What do I 

have to do with you? Go to the prophets of your father and to the prophets 
of your mother." And the king of Israel said to him, "No, for the LORD has 
called these three kings together to give them into the hand of Moab."  

14  Elisha said, " As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, were it not 
that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not 
look at you nor see you.  

15  "But now bring me a minstrel." And it came about, when the minstrel 
played, that the hand of the LORD came upon him.  

16  He said, "Thus says the LORD, 'Make this valley full of trenches.'  
17  "For thus says the LORD, 'You shall not see wind nor shall you see rain; 

yet that valley shall be filled with water, so that you shall drink, both you 
and your cattle and your beasts.  

18 'This is but a slight thing in the sight of the LORD; He will also give the 
Moabites into your hand.  

19 'Then you shall strike every fortified city and every choice city, and fell 
every good tree and stop all springs of water, and mar every good piece of 
land with stones.'"  

20  It happened in the morning about the time of offering the sacrifice, that 
behold, water came by the way of Edom, and the country was filled with 
water.  
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1. Jehoram is getting closer to admitting that Yahweh is in 
charge, because he blames him for a defeat that hasn’t yet 
occurred. 

2. Jehoram is only spared because he is with Jehoshaphat. 
3. Since the kings had problems understanding the spoken word, 

maybe they could “listen to the music.” 
4. He would give them water and victory. 
5. He also gave them instructions as to what they should do to 

Moab. 
 

   e. The Moabite Defense.  3:21-27 
21  Now all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against 

them. And all who were able to put on armor and older were summoned 
and stood on the border.  

22  They rose early in the morning, and the sun shone on the water, and the 
Moabites saw the water opposite them as red as blood.  

23  Then they said, "This is blood; the kings have surely fought together, and 
they have slain one another. Now therefore, Moab, to the spoil!"  

24  But when they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites arose and struck 
the Moabites, so that they fled before them; and they went forward into the 
land, slaughtering the Moabites.  

25  Thus they destroyed the cities; and each one threw a stone on every piece 
of good land and filled it. So they stopped all the springs of water and 
felled all the good trees, until in Kir-hareseth only they left its stones; 
however, the slingers went about it and struck it.  

26  When the king of Moab saw that the battle was too fierce for him, he took 
with him 700 men who drew swords, to break through to the king of Edom; 
but they could not.  

27  Then he (the king of Moab) took his oldest son who was to reign in his 
place, and offered him (his oldest son) as a burnt offering on the wall. 
And there came great wrath against Israel, and they (Israel) departed 
from him (the king of Moab) and returned to their own land. 
1. The Moabite kings did not think the Israelite kings plus an 

Edomite could possibly be together for long. 
2. They therefore misread blessing for Israel (water) as cursing to 

them. 
3. Their greed led them into a snare.  1 Tim 6:9-10 
4. The Moabite king fought back with a renewed intensity that 

drove Israel back to their homes. 
5. Was it his gods that won the victory, or Israel’s lack of faith? 
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2 Kings 

Lesson 3 
 

2 Kings 4-5 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841) 
  1.  The Translation Of Elijah (2:1-11) 
  2.  The Beginning Of Elisha’s Ministry (2:12-25) 
  3.  Jehoram’s Expedition Against Moab (3:1-27) 
  4.  Elisha’s Ministry (4:1-8:15)  
 

2 Kings 4:1-44 
   a. Elisha Helps A Widow.  4:1-7 
1 Now a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to 

Elisha, "Your (Elisha) servant my husband is dead (Tradition thinks this 
might have been the righteous Obadiah who served Ahab {1 Kg 18}), 
and you know that your servant feared the LORD; and the creditor has 
come to take my two children to be his slaves."  

2  Elisha said to her, "What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in 
the house?" And she said, "Your maidservant has nothing in the house 
except a jar of oil."  

3  Then he said, "Go, borrow vessels at large for yourself from all your 
neighbors, even empty vessels; do not get a few.  

4  "And you shall go in and shut the door behind you and your sons, and 
pour out into all these vessels, and you shall set aside what is full."  

5  So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her sons; they 
were bringing the vessels to her and she poured.  

6  When the vessels were full, she said to her son, "Bring me another 
vessel." And he said to her, "There is not one vessel more." And the oil 
stopped.  

7  Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, "Go, sell the oil and 
pay your debt, and you and your sons can live on the rest."  

 1. The widow of a former prophet came to Elisha for help. 
2. The creditor was within his rights under the Law.  Ex 21:2-4; 

Lev 25:39 
3. The woman and her son responded in faith and thus got to see 

the power of God work. 
4. God did not do this miracle in a spectacular fashion but rather 

in a way to show He provides for us without having to be 
“seen.” 

5. Principle:  the Lord takes care of widows and orphans. 
 

   b. Kind Provision For Elisha.  4:8-10 
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8  Now there came a day when Elisha passed over to Shunem (in territory 
of Issachar, near the Jezreel Valley), where there was a prominent 
woman, and she persuaded him to eat food. And so it was, as often as he 
passed by, he turned in there to eat food.  

9  She said to her husband, "Behold now, I perceive that this is a holy man of 
God passing by us continually.   

10  "Please, let us make a little walled upper chamber and let us set a bed for 
him there, and a table and a chair and a lampstand; and it shall be, when 
he comes to us, that he can turn in there."  
1. This woman seemed to be moved by a genuine sense of 

hospitality. 
2. She displayed it to this “holy man of God” seeking nothing in 

return, for what could he give her? 
3. Principle:  the Lord takes care of His messengers. 
 

   c. Elisha’s Reciprocation.  4:11-16 
11  One day he (Elisha) came there and turned in to the upper chamber and 

rested. 
12  Then he (Elisha) said to Gehazi his servant, "Call this Shunammite." And 

when he (Gehazi) had called her, she stood before him (Gehazi).  
13  He (Elisha) said to him (Gehazi), "Say now to her, 'Behold, you have 

been careful for us with all this care; what can I (Elisha) do for you? 
Would you be spoken for to the king or to the captain of the army?'" And 
she answered, "I live among my own people."  

14  So he (Elisha) said, "What then is to be done for her?" And Gehazi 
answered, "Truly she has no son and her husband is old."  

15  He (Elisha) said, "Call her." When he (Gehazi) had called her, she stood 
in the doorway.  

16  Then he (Elisha) said, " At this season next year you will embrace a son." 
And she said, "No, my lord, O man of God, do not lie to your maidservant."  
1. Elisha asks if he could return the favor to her, but she 

indicates that she is perfectly happy with things. 
2. Elisha had sent his servant to inquire, evidently trying to teach 

him some humility. 
 3. Elisha asked Gehazi to think about what they could do for her. 

4. Jewish tradition holds that Gehazi’s recommendation was 
motivated by lust. 

5. Elisha made her an incredible promise, and the woman told 
him not to lie to her. 

 
   d. The Promise Fulfilled.  4:17 
17  The woman conceived and bore a son at that season the next year, as 

Elisha had said to her.  
 1. This was similar to Abraham, Sarah and Isaac. 
 2. Elisha was a picture of the “angel of the Lord.” 
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3. Principle:  the Lord takes care of those who take care of His 
messengers. 

 
   e. The Child Dies.  4:18-25 
18  When the child was grown, the day came that he went out to his father to 

the reapers.  
19  He said to his father, "My head, my head." And he (his father) said to his 

servant, "Carry him to his mother."  
20  When he had taken him and brought him to his mother, he sat on her lap 

until noon, and then died.  
21  She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door 

behind him and went out.  
22  Then she called to her husband and said, "Please send me one of the 

servants and one of the donkeys, that I may run to the man of God and 
return."  

23  He (her husband) said, "Why will you go to him (the man of God) today? 
It is neither new moon nor Sabbath." And she said, "It will be well."  

24  Then she saddled a donkey and said to her servant, "Drive and go 
forward; do not slow down the pace for me unless I tell you."  

25  So she went and came to the man of God to Mount Carmel (about 15 
miles across the Jezreel Valley from Shunem).  When the man of God 
saw her at a distance, he said to Gehazi his servant, "Behold, there is the 
Shunammite.  
1. This promised young man died in his mother’s arms, without 

his father knowing it. 
2. She remembered the promise Elisha had made, which is 

signified by laying him on Elisha’s bed. 
3. Her husband was hesitant for her to go to Elisha, not having 

been told his son was dead. 
 4. For whatever reason, she went to confront Elisha. 

5. Principle:  the Lord will test us concerning the blessings He 
gives. 

 
   f. Her Anger.  4:26-28 
26  "Please run now to meet her and say to her, 'Is it well with you? Is it well 

with your husband? Is it well with the child?'" And she answered, "It is 
well."  

27  When she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught hold of his feet. 
And Gehazi came near to push her away; but the man of God said, "Let 
her alone, for her soul is troubled within her; and the LORD has hidden it 
from me and has not told me."  

28  Then she said, "Did I ask for a son from my lord? Did I not say, ' Do not 
deceive me'?"  

 1. Elisha was not getting a prophetic revelation about this matter. 
 2. The woman was quite upset with Elisha. 
 3. Principle:  the Lord will test our faith. 
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   g. Instructions To Gehazi.  4:29-31 
29  Then he (Elisha) said to Gehazi, "Gird up your loins and take my staff in 

your hand, and go your way; if you meet any man, do not salute him, and 
if anyone salutes you, do not answer him; and lay my staff on the lad's 
face."  

30  The mother of the lad said, "As the LORD lives and as you (Elisha) 
yourself live, I will not leave you." And he (Elisha) arose and followed her.  

31  Then Gehazi passed on before them (Elisha and the woman) and laid 
the staff on the lad's face, but there was no sound or response. So he 
returned to meet him and told him, "The lad has not awakened."  
1. Gehazi was told to be single minded about getting Elisha’s 

staff to the lad. 
2. Elisha was not able to move as fast as Gehazi and thus Gehazi 

returned with a bad report. 
 3. Principle:  the Lord will further test our faith. 
 
   h. The Child Resuscitated.  4:32-37 
32  When Elisha came into the house, behold the lad was dead and laid on 

his (Elisha) bed.  
33  So he (Elisha) entered and shut the door behind them both and prayed to 

the LORD.  
34  And he went up and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his mouth and 

his eyes on his eyes and his hands on his hands, and he stretched himself 
on him; and the flesh of the child became warm.  

35  Then he returned and walked in the house once back and forth, and went 
up and stretched himself on him; and the lad sneezed seven times and the 
lad opened his eyes.  

36  He (Elisha) called Gehazi and said, "Call this Shunammite." So he called 
her. And when she came in to him, he (Elisha) said, "Take (lift up) up 
your son."  

37  Then she went in and fell at his feet and bowed herself to the ground, and 
she took up her son and went out.  

 1. The Lord chose to bring back this dead child. 
 2. Elisha is a picture of the Lord taking on our infirmities. 

3. Elisha is also a picture of the love the Lord has for his 
children. 

4. Principle:  the Lord can bless us beyond our greatest 
imaginations. 

 
   i. The Poisonous Stew.  4:38-41 
38  When Elisha returned to Gilgal, there was a famine in the land. As the 

sons of the prophets were sitting before him, he (Elisha) said to his 
servant (Gehazi), "Put on the large pot and boil stew for the sons of the 
prophets."  
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39  Then one (of the sons of the prophets) went out into the field to gather 
herbs, and found a wild vine and gathered from it his lap full of wild 
gourds, and came and sliced them into the pot of stew, for they did not 
know what they were.   

40  So they poured it out for the men to eat. And as they were eating of the 
stew, they cried out and said, "O man of God, there is death in the pot." 
And they were unable to eat.  

41  But he said, "Now bring meal." He threw it into the pot and said, "Pour it 
out for the people that they may eat." Then there was no harm in the pot.  

 1. Elisha sought to feed those who were in need. 
2. The meal is a picture of an offering to the Lord.  Gen 18:6; Num 

5:15; Jdg 6:19 
3. Principle:  the Lord can heal even the serious mistakes. 
 

   j. Feeding The 100.  4:42-44 
42  Now a man came from Baal-shalishah (according to the Talmud, the 

place where fruit ripened the most quickly; 4-5 miles from Gilgal), 
and brought the man of God bread of the first fruits, twenty loaves of 
barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. And he (the man of God) said, 
"Give them to the people that they may eat."  

43  His attendant said, "What, will I set this before a hundred men?" But he 
said, "Give them to the people that they may eat, for thus says the LORD, 
'They shall eat and have some left over.'"  

44  So he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over, according 
to the word of the LORD. 

 1. This was an indication that the famine was over. 
 2. Elijah was known for bringing famine, Elisha for ending it. 
 3. Principle:  A little in the hand of the Lord is a lot. 
 

2 Kings 5:1-27 
   k. The Request For Elisha.  5:1-5 
1  Now Naaman, captain of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man 

with his master, and highly respected, because by him the LORD had 
given victory to Aram. The man was also a valiant warrior, but he was a 
leper.  

2  Now the Arameans had gone out in bands and had taken captive a little 
girl from the land of Israel; and she waited on Naaman's wife.  

3  She said to her mistress, "I wish that my master were with the prophet 
who is in Samaria! Then he would cure him of his leprosy."  

4  Naaman went in and told his master, saying, "Thus and thus spoke the girl 
who is from the land of Israel."  

5  Then the king of Aram said, "Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of 
Israel." He departed and took with him ten talents of silver and six 
thousand shekels of gold and ten changes of clothes.  
1. The little Jewish slave girl was a picture of the problems in 

Israel. 



 17

2. Naaman is a picture of a Gentile who had more faith than the 
chosen people-and God blessing that Gentile. 

3. Naaman had the humility to listen to a little Jewish slave girl 
and seek help from a man of God. 

 4. The king had the good sense to let him go. 
 5. Principle:  humble people listen to truth, no matter the source. 
 
   l. The Response Of The King Of Israel.  5:6-7 
6  He (Naaman) brought the letter to the king of Israel (now Jehoram; 852-

841), saying, "And now as this letter comes to you, behold, I have sent 
Naaman my servant to you (king of Israel), that you may cure him of his 
leprosy."  

7  When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, " Am I 
God, to kill and to make alive, that this man is sending word to me to cure 
a man of his leprosy? But consider now, and see how he is seeking a 
quarrel against me."  

 1. The King of Israel is only concerning for himself. 
2. An unselfish little Jewish slave girl told her master about one 

who could help. 
 3. Principle:  selfish people think life is all about them. 
 
   m. Our Hopes And Wants.  5:8-14 
8  It happened when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had 

torn his clothes, that he sent word to the king, saying, "Why have you torn 
your clothes? Now let him come to me, and he shall know that there is a 
prophet in Israel."  

9  So Naaman came with his horses and his chariots and stood at the 
doorway of the house of Elisha.  

10  Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan 
seven times, and your flesh will be restored to you and you will be clean."  

11  But Naaman was furious and went away and said, "Behold, I thought, 'He 
will surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD 
his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper.'  

12  "Are not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?" So he turned 
and went away in a rage.  

13  Then his servants came near and spoke to him and said, "My father, had 
the prophet told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? 
How much more then, when he says to you, 'Wash, and be clean'?"  

14  So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according 
to the word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of 
a little child and he was clean.  
1. Although Naaman had won a great battle for the Lord, he was 

not yet fully at peace with the Lord. 
 2. The reason was unconquered areas of arrogance. 
 3. Other servants reasoned with Naaman. 
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4. Their argument: if you would be willing to do difficult things to 
be healed, why won’t you do something simple? 

5. Principle:  Simple obedience in the simple things can bring 
great healing. 

 
   n. Naaman’s Request.  5:15-19 
15  When he returned to the man of God with all his company, and came and 

stood before him, he said, "Behold now, I know that there is no God in all 
the earth, but in Israel; so please take a present from your servant now."  

16  But he said, " As the LORD lives, before whom I stand, I will take nothing." 
And he (Naaman) urged him (Elisha) to take it, but he refused.  

17  Naaman said, "If not, please let your servant at least be given two mules' 
load of earth; for your servant will no longer offer burnt offering nor will he 
sacrifice to other gods, but to the LORD.  

18  "In this matter may the LORD pardon your servant: when my master goes 
into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on my hand and 
I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow myself in the house of 
Rimmon, the LORD pardon your servant in this matter."  

19  He said to him, " Go in peace." So he departed from him some distance.  
1. Naaman worshipped the Lord, but he also had worshipped 

other gods. 
2. He told Elisha that it was matter of political expediency for him 

to do that and could he be forgiven for it? 
3. Elisha would take nothing for this miracle. 
4. Principle:  miracles are not for sale. 
 

   o. Gehazi Goofs.  5:20-25 
20  But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, thought, "Behold, my 

master has spared this Naaman the Aramean, by not receiving from his 
hands what he brought. As the LORD lives, I will run after him and take 
something from him."  

21  So Gehazi pursued Naaman. When Naaman saw one running after him, 
he came down from the chariot to meet him and said, "Is all well?"  

22  He said, "All is well. My master has sent me, saying, 'Behold, just now two 
young men of the sons of the prophets have come to me from the hill 
country of Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver and two changes of 
clothes.'"  

23  Naaman said, "Be pleased to take two talents." And he urged him, and 
bound two talents of silver in two bags with two changes of clothes and 
gave them to two of his servants; and they carried them before him.  

24  When he came to the hill, he took them from their hand and deposited 
them in the house, and he sent the men away, and they departed.  

25  But he went in and stood before his master. And Elisha said to him, 
"Where have you been, Gehazi?" And he said, " Your servant went 
nowhere."  

 1. Gehazi’s true nature comes out-he is a greedy liar. 
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 2. He takes advantage of Naaman’s generosity. 
3. Elisha knows something is amiss and confronts Gehazi who 

lies about it. 
4. Principle:  Greed will eventually be found out. 
 
  p. The Judgment On Gehazi.  5:26-27 

26  Then he (Elisha) said to him (Gehazi), "Did not my heart go with you, 
when the man turned from his chariot to meet you? Is it a time to receive 
money and to receive clothes and olive groves and vineyards and sheep 
and oxen and male and female servants?  

27  "Therefore, the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and to your 
descendants forever." So he went out from his presence a leper as white 
as snow. 

 1. Gehazi takes advantage of Naaman’s joyous mood. 
 2. So Gehazi gets Naaman’s infirmity. 
 3. Principle:  Judgment on greed can come in many forms. 
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2 Kings 
Lesson 4 

 
2 Kings 6-8:15 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841) 
  1.  The Translation Of Elijah (2:1-11) 
  2.  The Beginning Of Elisha’s Ministry (2:12-25) 
  3.  Jehoram’s Expedition Against Moab (3:1-27) 
  4.  Elisha’s Ministry (4:1-8:15)  
 

2 Kings 6:1-33 
   q. Another Miracle.  6:1-7 
1  Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, "Behold now, the place 

before you where we are living is too limited for us.  
2  "Please let us go to the Jordan and each of us take from there a beam, 

and let us make a place there for ourselves where we may live." So he 
said, "Go."  

3  Then one said, "Please be willing to go with your servants." And he 
answered, "I shall go."  

4  So he went with them; and when they came to the Jordan, they cut down 
trees.  

5  But as one was felling a beam, the axe head fell into the water; and he 
cried out and said, "Alas, my master! For it was borrowed."  

6  Then the man of God said, "Where did it fall?" And when he showed him 
the place, he cut off a stick and threw it in there, and made the iron float.  

7  He said, "Take it up for yourself." So he put out his hand and took it.  
 1. Note the blessing on the sons of the prophets under Elisha’s 

 ministry. 
 2. This is an example of faithful work for the Lord being 

 rewarded. 
 3. Under the Law, the prophet would have had to replace the 

 axehead, so when he cried out “it was borrowed” all knew 
 what he meant.  Ex 22:14 

 4. A miracle was done to relieve the man’s anxiety and to 
 complete the work. 

 5. A small piece of wood basically became a powerful magnet. 
 6. Principle:  God is not bound by natural laws. 
 
   r. Elisha’s Warning And Responses.  6:8-14 
8  Now the king of Aram (Ben-Hadad II, 862-840) was warring against Israel; 

and he (the king) counseled with his servants saying, "In such and such a 
place shall be my camp."  
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9  The man of God sent word to the king of Israel (Jehoram, 852-841, a son 
of Ahab) saying, "Beware that you do not pass this place, for the 
Arameans are coming down there."  

10  The king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of God had told 
him; thus he (Elisha) warned him (Jehoram), so that he guarded himself 
there, more than once or twice.  

11  Now the heart of the king of Aram was enraged over this thing; and he 
called his servants and said to them, "Will you tell me which of us is for the 
king of Israel?"  

12  One of his servants said, "No, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who 
is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your 
bedroom."  

13  So he said, "Go and see where he is, that I may send and take him." And 
it was told him, saying, "Behold, he is in Dothan."  

14  He sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they came by 
night and surrounded the city.  

 1. The prophet warns the king of impending danger, even though 
 this is another of the despicable line of kings in Israel.  Rom 
 12:21 

 2. Ben-Hadad II believes he has a spy in his camp, but is 
 informed that Elisha knows everything about him. 

 3. There is someone in Aram who knows a lot about Israel. 
 4. Ben-Hadad II is getting ready to learn about Israel. 
 5. Do you think Elisha knew they were coming? 
 
   s. Impact In The Angelic Conflict.  6:15-23 
15  Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and gone out, 

behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And his 
servant (not called by name like Gehazi was, who was now leprous) 
said to him (Elisha), "Alas, my master! What shall we do?"  

16  So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than 
those who are with them."  

17  Then Elisha prayed and said, " O LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may 
see." And the LORD opened the servant's eyes and he saw; and behold, 
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.  

18  When they (the army) came down to him, Elisha prayed to the LORD and 
said, "Strike this people with blindness, I pray." So He (the LORD) struck 
them with blindness according to the word of Elisha.  

19  Then Elisha said to them, "This is not the way, nor is this the city; follow 
me and I will bring you to the man whom you seek." And he brought them 
to Samaria.  

20  When they (the army plus Elisha) had come into Samaria (about 10 
miles away), Elisha said, "O LORD, open the eyes of these men, that 
they may see." So the LORD opened their eyes and they saw; and behold, 
they were in the midst of Samaria.  
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21  Then the king of Israel when he saw them, said to Elisha, " My father 
(momentarily awestruck, but will soon change), shall I kill them? Shall I 
kill them?" (at least asks) 

22  He answered, "You shall not kill them. Would you kill those you have 
taken captive with your sword and with your bow? Set bread and water 
before them, that they may eat and drink and go to their master."  

23  So he prepared a great feast for them; and when they had eaten and 
drunk he sent them away, and they went to their master. And the 
marauding bands of Arameans did not come again into the land of Israel.  

 1. The normal reaction to impending danger is fear. 
 2. Fear normally takes ones eyes off the Lord and places them on 

 people, places, things or events. 
 3. Fear is removed when trust is placed in the Lord. 
 4. If we really knew our divine protection, would we ever fear? 
 5. This incredible miracle was still another victory for the Lord. 
 6. The enemies of Jehoram were delivered into his hand without 

 the use of one soldier. 
 7. Both Jehoram and Ben-Hadad II were taught a lesson in grace. 
 
   t. Elisha Falls Into Disfavor.  6:24-31 
24  Now it came about after this (some time later, the previous army had 

evidently “resigned” and a new one collected), that Ben-hadad king of 
Aram gathered all his army and went up and besieged Samaria.  

25  There was a great famine in Samaria; and behold, they (the army) 
besieged it, until a donkey's head was sold for eighty shekels of silver, and 
a fourth of a kab of dove's dung for five shekels of silver.  

26  As the king of Israel was passing by on the wall a woman cried out to him, 
saying, "Help, my lord, O king!"  

27  He (Jehoram) said, "If the LORD does not help you, from where shall I 
help you? From the threshing floor, or from the wine press?" (There is 
nothing in either place or it would have been gathered already) 

28  And the king said to her, "What is the matter with you?" And she 
answered, "This woman said to me, 'Give your son that we may eat him 
today, and we will eat my son tomorrow.'  

29  "So we boiled my son and ate him; and I said to her on the next day, 'Give 
your son, that we may eat him'; but she has hidden her son."  

30  When the king heard the words of the woman, he tore his clothes--now he 
was passing by on the wall--and the people looked, and behold, he had 
sackcloth beneath on his body.  

31  Then he said, "May God do so to me and more also, if the head of Elisha 
the son of Shaphat remains on him today."  

 1. Hatred can easily forget the grace of God. 
 2. Hunger can easily forget the provision of God. 
 3. Famines were used to wake people up. 
 4. The king of Israel went into mourning because of the plight of 

 Israel, finally realizing how bad it really was. 
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 5. Elisha was blamed for the famine even though there is no 
 record of him having asked for it.  Cf 8:1 

 6. Instead of seeking the Lord, Jehoram decides to seek His 
 messenger and kill him. 

 
   u. The Pursuit Of Elisha.  6:32-33 
32  Now Elisha was sitting in his house, and the elders were sitting with him. 

And the king sent a man from his presence; but before the messenger 
came to him (Elisha), he said to the elders, "Do you see how this son of a 
murderer (his father was Ahab) has sent to take away my head? Look, 
when the messenger comes, shut the door and hold the door shut against 
him. Is not the sound of his master's feet behind him?"  

33  While he (Elisha) was still talking with them (the elders), behold, the 
messenger came down to him and he (the messenger) said, "Behold, this 
evil (famine) is from the LORD; why should I wait for the LORD any 
longer?" 

 1. Elisha, with a double portion of the Spirit, is well informed of 
 what  is really going on. 

 2. The message was that the famine was from the Lord and the 
 messenger was tired of waiting on Him to end it. 

 3. Lack of faith devastates the attitude. 
 4. The message was probably from the king, but the messenger 

 was in full agreement with it, thus the messenger’s impending 
 judgment. 

 5. Jehoram was standing with the messenger, but not talking. 
 

2 Kings 7:1-20 
   v. How Quickly Things Can Change.  7:1-2 
1 Then Elisha said, "Listen to the word of the LORD; thus says the LORD, ' 

Tomorrow about this time (note a time frame put on this miracle) a 
measure of fine flour will be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley 
for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.'"  

2  The royal officer on whose hand the king was leaning (relying on him to 
speak the message) answered the man of God and said, "Behold, if the 
LORD should make windows in heaven, could this thing be?" Then he 
said, "Behold, you will see it with your own eyes, but you will not eat of it."  

 1. The prophesied miracle had a time frame put on it. 
 2. The king was probably afraid to speak this message 

 personally to Elisha, knowing of his reputation. 
 3. The royal officer’s response indicated he thought there was 

 only one way the shortage of food could be remedied, and that 
 by the natural progression of the agricultural cycle. 

 
   w. The Lord’s Victory.  7:3-8 
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3  Now there were four leprous men (wonder if one of them was Gehazi) at 
the entrance of the gate; and they said to one another, "Why do we sit 
here until we die?  

4  "If we say, 'We will enter the city,' then the famine is in the city and we will 
die there; and if we sit here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us 
go over to the camp of the Arameans. If they spare us, we will live; and if 
they kill us, we will but die."  

5  They arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Arameans; when they came 
to the outskirts of the camp of the Arameans, behold, there was no one 
there.  

6  For the Lord had caused the army of the Arameans to hear a sound of 
chariots and a sound of horses, even the sound of a great army, so that 
they said to one another, "Behold, the king of Israel has hired against us 
the kings of the Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us."  

7  Therefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents and their 
horses and their donkeys, even the camp just as it was, and fled for their 
life.  

8  When these lepers came to the outskirts of the camp, they entered one 
tent and ate and drank, and carried from there silver and gold and clothes, 
and went and hid them; and they returned and entered another tent and 
carried from there also, and went and hid them.   

 1. “Desperate” situations often lead to desperate actions. 
 2. The four lepers willing even to die for the chance of getting 

 some  food, went to the enemies camp. 
 3. Fear can cause one to investigate a situation.  (the lepers) 
 4. Fear can cause one to not investigate a situation.  (the army) 
 5. Provision can come from a multitude of sources. 
  
   x. The King’s Reluctance.  7:9-14 
9  Then they (the lepers) said to one another, "We are not doing right. This 

day is a day of good news, but we are keeping silent; if we wait until 
morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now therefore come, let us go 
and tell the king's household."  

10  So they came and called to the gatekeepers of the city, and they told 
them, saying, "We came to the camp of the Arameans, and behold, there 
was no one there, nor the voice of man, only the horses tied and the 
donkeys tied, and the tents just as they were."  

11  The gatekeepers called and told it within the king's household.  
12  Then the king arose in the night and said to his servants, "I will now tell 

you what the Arameans have done to us. They know that we are hungry; 
therefore they have gone from the camp to hide themselves in the field, 
saying, 'When they come out of the city, we will capture them alive and get 
into the city.'"  

13  One of his servants said, "Please, let some men take five of the horses 
which remain, which are left in the city. Behold, they will be in any case 
like all the multitude of Israel who are left in it; behold, they will be in any 
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case like all the multitude of Israel who have already perished, so let us 
send and see."  

14  They (some men) took therefore two chariots with horses, and the king 
sent after the army of the Arameans, saying, "Go and see."  

 1. Fear of punishment led these lepers to tell others the good 
 news. 

 2. The king had heard Elisha’s prophecy of provision for the next 
 day, but had refused to believe it. 

 3. A wise servant of the king asked him to please check out the 
 story. 

 4. After all, what did they have to lose? 
 
   y. Bounty In The Lord’s Victory.  7:15-20 
15  They (the men) went after them (the Arameans) to the Jordan, and 

behold, all the way was full of clothes and equipment which the Arameans 
had thrown away in their haste. Then the messengers returned and told 
the king.  

16  So the people went out and plundered the camp of the Arameans. Then a 
measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel and two measures of barley for 
a shekel, according to the word of the LORD.  

17  Now the king appointed the royal officer on whose hand he leaned to have 
charge of the gate; but the people trampled on him at the gate, and he 
died just as the man of God had said, who spoke when the king came 
down to him.  

18  It happened just as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, " Two 
measures of barley for a shekel and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, 
will be sold tomorrow about this time at the gate of Samaria."  

19  Then the royal officer answered the man of God and said, "Now behold, if 
the LORD should make windows in heaven, could such a thing be?" And 
he said, "Behold, you will see it with your own eyes, but you will not eat of 
it."  

20  And so it happened to him, for the people trampled on him at the gate and 
he died. 

 1. The prophecy of miraculous provision and the death of the 
 doubter was fulfilled. 

 2. The king watched both prophecies fulfilled in unusual ways. 
 

2 Kings 8:1-15 
 
   z. Restoration.  8:1-6 
1  Now Elisha spoke to the woman whose son he had restored to life, saying, 

"Arise and go with your household, and sojourn wherever you can sojourn; 
for the LORD has called for a famine, and it will even come on the land for 
seven years."  
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2  So the woman arose and did according to the word of the man of God, 
and she went with her household and sojourned in the land of the 
Philistines seven years.  

3  At the end of seven years, the woman returned from the land of the 
Philistines; and she went out to appeal to the king for her house and for 
her field.  

4  Now the king was talking with Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, 
saying, "Please relate to me all the great things that Elisha has done."  

5  As he was relating to the king how he had restored to life the one who was 
dead, behold, the woman whose son he had restored to life appealed to 
the king for her house and for her field. And Gehazi said, "My lord, O king, 
this is the woman and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to life."  

6  When the king asked the woman, she related it to him. So the king 
appointed for her a certain officer, saying, "Restore all that was hers and 
all the produce of the field from the day that she left the land even until 
now."  

 1. Some who would accept God’s grace and Word would get to 
 escape the famine. 

 2. Jehoram had sought to find out more about Elisha, the man 
 who seemed to know everything about him, so he called for 
 the leprous Gehazi. 

 3. While Gehazi was relating the story about a resuscitation, the 
 woman and her son walked in.  (another miracle?) 

 4. Jehoram thought it a good idea to treat her nicely-probably to 
 gain favor with Elisha.  (a possible start?) 

 
   A1. Prophecy.  8:7-15 
7  Then Elisha came to Damascus (remember that the Arameans had 

once tried to kill him). Now Ben-hadad (II) king of Aram was sick, and it 
was told him, saying, " The man of God has come here." (to Damascus) 

8  The king said to Hazael, " Take a gift in your hand and go to meet the man 
of God, and inquire of the LORD by him, saying, 'Will I recover from this 
sickness?'"  

9  So Hazael went to meet him and took a gift in his hand, even every kind of 
good thing of Damascus, forty camels' loads; and he came and stood 
before him and said, " Your son (quite a polite greeting, like Elisha was 
the “pope”) Ben-hadad king of Aram has sent me to you, saying, 'Will I 
recover (CHAYAH = live) from this sickness?'"  

10  Then Elisha said to him, "Go, say to him, 'You will surely recover (live),' 
but the LORD has shown me that he will certainly die (dying, he shall 
die)."  

11  He fixed his gaze steadily on him until he was ashamed, and the man of 
God wept.  (important part of this paragraph) 

12  Hazael said, "Why does my lord weep?" Then he answered, "Because I 
know the evil that you will do to the sons of Israel: their strongholds you 
will set on fire, and their young men you will kill with the sword, and their 
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little ones you will dash in pieces, and their women with child you will rip 
up."  

13  Then Hazael said, "But what is your servant, who is but a dog, that he 
should do this great thing?" And Elisha answered, " The LORD has shown 
me that you will be king over Aram."  

14  So he departed from Elisha and returned to his master, who said to him, 
"What did Elisha say to you?" And he answered, "He told me that you 
would surely recover (live)."  

15  On the following day, he took the cover and dipped it in water and spread 
it on his face, so that he died. And Hazael became king in his place.  

 1. Ben-Hadad II had evidently come to believe that Elisha knew 
 even the words spoken in his bedroom.  Cf 6:12 

 2. The question, “will I live out from this sickness?” 
 3. Elisha’s answer, “he shall live,” omitting “from this sickness.” 
 4. He did not say for how long and the answer indicated the 

 sickness would not depart. 
 5. Elisha’s gaze revealed Hazael’s real motives which caused him 

 shame. 
 6. He intention was probably to use Ben-Hadad’s sickness to 

 gain the throne. 
 7. Elisha wept as he “appointed” Hazael the next king, knowing 

 what  he would do to Israel. 
 8. The report to Ben-Hadad was that he would live. 
 9. But the problem was that he was doubly dead.   
 10. Being dead spiritually he would undergo the second death.   
  Rev 20:6 
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2 Kings 
Lesson 5 

 
2 Kings 11-12 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
  1. The Rise Of Queen Athaliah.  11:1-3 
1  When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah (Judah) saw that her son was dead, 

she rose and destroyed all the royal offspring.  
2  But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram (Jehoram of Judah), sister of 

Ahaziah (by a different mother named Zibiah cf 12:1; she was also the 
wife of Jehoiada the priest; 2 Chr 22:11), took Joash the son of Ahaziah 
and stole him from among the king's sons who were being put to death, 
and placed him and his nurse in the bedroom. So they (Jehosheba and 
the priests) hid him from Athaliah, and he (Joash) was not put to death.  

3  So he was hidden with her (the nurse) in the house of the LORD six 
years, while Athaliah was reigning over the land.  
1. Major changes have taken place in Israel with the 

assassination of Joram in Israel and Ahaziah in Judah by 
Jehu. 

2. Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah and wife of Je(ho)ram of 
Judah, sought to gain total power for herself. 

3. She killed off the royal family which would include all of her 
stepchildren. 

4. Power lust knows no bounds. 
5. Athaliah had made her own sacrifice to Baal. 
 

  2. The Protection Of Young J(eh)oash.  11:4-8 
4  Now in the seventh year (of Athaliah, 835 B.C.) Jehoiada (V9, a priest) 

sent and brought the captains of hundreds of the Carites (aka 
Cherethites meaning executioners or guardsmen; probably from 
Crete who came to inhabit the land of the Philistines; basically non-
Jews who were hired as mercenaries) and of the guard, and brought 
them to him in the house of the LORD. Then he made a covenant with 
them and put them under oath in the house of the LORD, and showed 
them the king's son.  

5  He (Jehoiada) commanded them, saying, "This is the thing that you shall 
do: one third of you, who come in on the Sabbath and keep watch over the 
king's house  
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6 (one third also shall be at the gate Sur, and one third at the gate behind 
the guards), shall keep watch over the house for defense.  

7  "Two parts of you, even all who go out on the Sabbath, shall also keep 
watch over the house of the LORD for the king.  

8  "Then you shall surround the king, each with his weapons in his hand; and 
whoever comes within the ranks shall be put to death. And be with the 
king when he goes out and when he comes in."  

 1. J(eh)oash, now 7 years old, was the rightful king. 
2. The priests, not knowing who they could trust in Judah, hired 

mercenaries to protect the king. 
3. The priests too formed part of the bodyguard.  2 Chr 23:1-2 

 4. They were actually brought into the house of the Lord. 
5. There was no discipline meted out for this, so it must have 

been similar to David eating the shewbread. 
6. They knew they were in violation, but placed themselves in the 

Lord’s hands. 
7. Decisions at times have to be made based on the highest 

priorities. 
 

  3. The Anointing Of Joash As King.  11:9-12 
9  So the captains of hundreds did according to all that Jehoiada the priest 

commanded. And each one of them took his men who were to come in on 
the Sabbath, with those who were to go out on the Sabbath, and came to 
Jehoiada the priest.  

10  The priest gave to the captains of hundreds the spears and shields that 
had been King David's, which were in the house of the LORD.  

11  The guards stood each with his weapons in his hand, from the right side of 
the house to the left side of the house, by the altar and by the house, 
around the king.  

12  Then he (Jehoiada) brought the king's son out and put the crown on him 
and gave him the testimony (that which he was to follow); and they 
made him king and anointed him, and they clapped their hands and said, 
"Long live the king!"  
1. The priests were clearly functioning in light of the Davidic 

Covenant.  2 Chr 23:3-7 
 2. At the age of seven, J(eh)oash was anointed King in Judah. 

3. It is a sad state in Judah when their king has to be protected 
by foreign mercenaries. 

4. It is a shadow of the fact that another day would come when 
the Gentiles would be more receptive to the Jewish king than 
His own people. 

 
  4. Athaliah’s Execution.  11:13-16 
13  When Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she came 

to the people in the house of the LORD.  
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14  She (Athaliah) looked and behold, the king (Joash) was standing by the 
pillar, according to the custom, with the captains and the trumpeters 
beside the king; and all the people of the land rejoiced and blew trumpets. 
Then Athaliah tore her clothes and cried, "Treason! Treason!"  

15  And Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of hundreds who were 
appointed over the army and said to them, "Bring her out between the 
ranks, and whoever follows her put to death with the sword." For the priest 
said, "Let her not be put to death in the house of the LORD."  

16  So they seized her, and when she arrived at the horses' entrance of the 
king's house, she was put to death there.  
1. It is amazing that most traitorous people often accuse others 

of not being loyal to their nation. 
2. She had directly attacked the line of David, through which 

Messiah would come. 
3. Her power lust was part of Satan’s plan to destroy the line of 

kings. 
 4. One lady, Jehosheba, was the “man” to stand in the gap. 

5. A handful of priests, using hired mercenaries, stood firm for 
the Plan of God. 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
  1. The Removal Of Baal Worship From Judah.  11:17-21 
17  Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and the king and the 

people, that they (the king and the people) would be the LORD'S people, 
also between the king and the people.  

18  All the people of the land went to the house of Baal, and tore it down; his 
(Baal’s) altars and his images they (the people) broke in pieces 
thoroughly, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the 
priest appointed officers over the house of the LORD.  

19  He took the captains of hundreds and the Carites and the guards and all 
the people of the land; and they brought the king down from the house of 
the LORD, and came by the way of the gate of the guards to the king's 
house. And he sat on the throne of the kings.  

20  So all the people of the land rejoiced and the city was quiet. For they had 
put Athaliah to death with the sword at the king's house.  

21  Jehoash (Joash means “Yahweh is strong;” Jehoash means “Yahweh 
has bestowed”) was seven years old when he became king. 
1. Baal had evidently been introduced into Judah through the 

marriage alliances that had been made by previous kings. 
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2. Part of Baal worship was the “queen mother” who was also 
the high priestess. 

3. When she offered her “children” she was attempting to solidify 
her position and power through Baal. 

4. The people for a time were glad to be free of the religious 
oppression of Baal worship. 

5. Jehoiada restored the Temple assignments to the Levitical 
priests.  2 Chr 23:18-20 

 
  2. Summary Of J(eh)oash’s Reign.  12:1-3 
1  In the seventh year of Jehu, Jehoash became king, and he reigned forty 

years in Jerusalem (835-796); and his mother's name was Zibiah of 
Beersheba.  

2  Jehoash did right in the sight of the LORD all his days in which Jehoiada 
the priest instructed him.  

3  Only the high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places.  
1. Jehoiada teaches us the importance of even kings having wise 

counsel. 
2. Thus, Joash’s reign is said to be “right” for those days he 

listened to wise counsel. 
3. Even wise counsel can be unwise in some areas, failing to 

finish the job. 
4. Jehoiada took two wives for himself.  2 Chr 24:3 

 
  3. Decree To Repair The Temple.  12:4-5 
4  Then Jehoash said to the priests, "All the money of the sacred things 

which is brought into the house of the LORD, in current money, both the 
money of each man's assessment and all the money which any man's 
heart prompts him to bring into the house of the LORD,  

5  let the priests take it for themselves, each from his acquaintance; and they 
shall repair the damages of the house wherever any damage may be 
found."  
1. J(eh)oash saw to it that the priests were again provided for 

under the provisions of the Law. 
2. The priests were to go into Judah and gather funds to repair 

the Temple-quickly and annually.  2 Chr 24:5 
3. Athaliah’s sons had taken the holy things and used them to 

worship the Baals.  2 Chr 24:7 
 

  4. The Unfulfilled Request-The Priest’s Greed.  12:6-8 
6  But it came about that in the twenty-third year of King Jehoash (822) the 

priests had not repaired the damages of the house.  
7  Then King Jehoash called for Jehoiada the priest, and for the other priests 

and said to them, "Why do you not repair the damages of the house? Now 
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therefore take no more money from your acquaintances, but pay it for the 
damages of the house."  

8  So the priests agreed that they would take no more money from the 
people, nor repair the damages of the house.  
1. When greed sets in, even royal decrees often remain 

unfulfilled. 
2. Greed and envy were two of the major problems when the Lord 

came. 
3. Joash was incredulous over the fact that the Lord’s house had 

not been repaired. 
 
  5. The King Takes Over.  12:9-16 
9  But Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored a hole in its lid and put it 

beside the altar, on the right side as one comes into the house of the 
LORD; and the priests who guarded the threshold put in it all the money 
which was brought into the house of the LORD.  

10  When they saw that there was much money in the chest, the king's scribe 
and the high priest came up and tied it in bags and counted the money 
which was found in the house of the LORD.  

11  They gave the money which was weighed out into the hands of those who 
did the work, who had the oversight of the house of the LORD; and they 
paid it out to the carpenters and the builders who worked on the house of 
the LORD;  

12  and to the masons and the stonecutters, and for buying timber and hewn 
stone to repair the damages to the house of the LORD, and for all that 
was laid out for the house to repair it.  

13  But there were not made for the house of the LORD silver cups, snuffers, 
bowls, trumpets, any vessels of gold, or vessels of silver from the money 
which was brought into the house of the LORD;  

14  for they gave that to those who did the work, and with it they repaired the 
house of the LORD.  

15  Moreover, they did not require an accounting from the men into whose 
hand they gave the money to pay to those who did the work, for they dealt 
faithfully.  

16  The money from the guilt offerings and the money from the sin offerings 
was not brought into the house of the LORD; it was for the priests.  
1. Jehoiada and the king decided to set up the chest.  2 Chr 24:8 
2. They sent word throughout Judah to bring all that was due to 

the Lord to Jerusalem, which the people did.  2 Chr 24:9-10  
3. The king and Jehoiada paid the workmen.  2 Chr 24:12 
4. The workmen had more honor than the priests. 
5. They later made the utensils for the Temple.  2 Chr 24:14 
6. Jehoiada died at the age of 130 and they buried him with the 

kings.  2 Chr 24:15-17 
7. After his death, Joash’s heart was turned to the Asherim.  2 

Chr 24:17-19 
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8. Zechariah, Jehoiada’s son, prophesied against this activity, for 
which Joash ordered him murdered.  2 Chr 24:21 

9. For which the Lord’s vengeance was prayed for.  2 Chr 24:22 
 

  6. Joash Gives Away The Treasury.  12:17-19 
17  Then Hazael king of Aram went up and fought against Gath and captured 

it, and Hazael set his face to go up to Jerusalem.  
18  Jehoash king of Judah took all the sacred things that Jehoshaphat and 

Jehoram and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedicated, and his 
own sacred things and all the gold that was found among the treasuries of 
the house of the LORD and of the king's house, and sent them to Hazael 
king of Aram. Then he went away from Jerusalem.  
1. Hazael went with a small band of men and won a great victory, 

to execute judgment on Joash.  2 Chr 24:23-24 
 2. Joash tried to buy his safety and security. 
 3. When they left, Joash was physically sick.  2 Chr 24:25a 
  7. Joash’s Assassination.  12:19-21 
19  Now the rest of the acts of Joash and all that he did, are they not written in 

the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  
20  His servants arose and made a conspiracy and struck down Joash at the 

house of Millo as he was going down to Silla.  
21  For Jozacar the son of Shimeath (the Ammonitess {2 Chr 25:26}) and 

Jehozabad the son of Shomer (the Moabitess }2 Chr 25:26}), his 
servants, struck him and he died; and they buried him with his fathers in 
the city of David, and Amaziah his son became king in his place. 
1. His servants conspired against him because he had put to 

death the son of Jehoiada.  2 Chr 24:25b 
2. They buried him in Jerusalem, but not in the tombs of the 

kings.  2 Chr 24:25c 
3. Those who conspired against him were of the Ammonites and 

Moabites, who were usually known for their Baal worship, but 
who were incensed over his murder of Jehoiada’s son. 
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2 Kings 
Lesson 6 

 
2 Kings 13-14 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
  1.  The Translation Of Elijah (2:1-11)  
  2.  The Beginning Of Elisha’s Ministry (2:12-25) 
  3.  Jehoram’s Expedition Against Moab (3:1-27) 
  4.  Elisha’s Ministry (4:1-8:15)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
1 In the twenty-third year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, 

Jehoahaz the son of Jehu became king over Israel at Samaria, and he 
reigned seventeen years.  (814-798) (picks up from 10:34-35) 

2  He did evil in the sight of the LORD, and followed the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, with which he made Israel sin; he did not turn from them.  

3  So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and He gave them 
continually into the hand of Hazael king of Aram, and into the hand of Ben-
hadad the son of Hazael.  

4  Then Jehoahaz entreated the favor of the LORD, and the LORD listened 
to him; for He (the Lord) saw the oppression of Israel, how the king of 
Aram oppressed them.  

5  The LORD gave Israel a deliverer (MOSHIA’ = used as verb to describe 
what the Judges had done for Israel), so that they escaped from under 
the hand of the Arameans; and the sons of Israel lived in their tents as 
formerly.  

6  Nevertheless they did not turn away from the sins of the house of 
Jeroboam, with which he made Israel sin, but walked in them; and the 
Asherah also remained standing in Samaria.  

7  For he left to Jehoahaz of the army not more than fifty horsemen and ten 
chariots and 10,000 footmen, for the king of Aram had destroyed them 
and made them like the dust at threshing.  

8  Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all that he did and his might, are 
they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?  

9  And Jehoahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria; and 
Joash his son became king in his place.  
1. Jehoahaz, the son of a warrior, did not follow in his father’s 

footsteps. 
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2. Instead he followed in the steps of an idolater who reigned 
over 100 years before him. 

 3. Under his leadership Israel’s army was decimated. 
 4. Elisha is the “savior” sent to them.  Cf 13:14ff 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
  1. Joash Of Israel’s Reign.  13:10-13 
10  In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah (798), Jehoash the son of 

Jehoahaz became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years 
(798-782).  

11  He (Jehoash) did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not turn away from 
all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, with which he made Israel sin, 
but he walked in them.  

12  Now the rest of the acts of Joash and all that he did and his might with 
which he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?  

13  So Joash slept with his fathers, and Jeroboam sat on his throne; and 
Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.  
1. This king was noted not only for his idolatry, but his hatred of 

his brothers. 
 2. More on this civil war in Chapter 14. 

3. Jeroboam, who had died 100 years earlier, was in effect still in 
charge. 

 
  2. Elisha’s Final Prophecies.  13:14-19 
14  When Elisha became sick with the illness of which he was to die, 

J(eh)oash the king of Israel came down to him (Elisha) and wept over him 
and said, " My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" 
(that which was decimated under his father Jehoahaz) 

15  Elisha said to him (J(eh)oash), "Take a bow and arrows." So he took a 
bow and arrows.  

16  Then he (Elisha) said to the king of Israel, "Put your hand on the bow." 
And he (J(eh)oash) put his hand on it, then Elisha laid his hands on the 
king's hands.  

17  He said, "Open the window toward the east," and he (J(eh)oash) opened 
it. Then Elisha said, "Shoot!" And he (J(eh)oash) shot. And he (Elisha) 
said, "The LORD'S arrow of victory, even the arrow of victory over Aram; 
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for you (J(eh)oash) will defeat the Arameans at Aphek until you have 
destroyed them."  

18  Then he (Elisha) said, "Take the arrows," and he (J(eh)oash) took them. 
And he said to the king of Israel, "Strike the ground," and he (J(eh)oash) 
struck it three times and stopped.  

19  So the man of God was angry with him (J(eh)oash) and said, "You should 
have struck five or six times, then you would have struck Aram until you 
would have destroyed it. But now you shall strike Aram only three times."  
1. J(eh)oash shows some humility in going to Elisha, crying for 

help. 
 2. Elisha’s actions sanction J(eh)oash for victory. 
 3. The Elisha puts J(eh)oash to the test. 
 4. The test was whether or not he would follow in David’s steps. 
  Ps 18:40,42 

5. J(eh)oash was more interested in immediate victory rather 
than total victory. 

 
  3. Elisha’s Death.  13:20-21 
20  Elisha died, and they buried him. Now the bands of the Moabites would 

invade the land in the spring of the year.  
21  As they were burying a man, behold, they saw a marauding band; and 

they cast the man into the grave of Elisha. And when the man touched the 
bones of Elisha he revived and stood up on his feet.  

 1. Even while dead, Elisha was not dead. 
2. It was a reminder that the power behind his word lived on even 

after his death. 
 
  4. Grace To Israel.  13:22-23 
22  Now Hazael king of Aram had oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz.  
23  But the LORD was gracious to them and had compassion on them and 

turned to them because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and would not destroy them or cast them from His presence until now.  
1. Running throughout the Old Testament are the covenants the 

Lord had made with His people. 
 2. The Lord truly wanted to see them turn around. 

3. The full blessings of the covenants came through obedience 
to the Lord. 

 
  5. Fulfillment Of The Prophecies.  13:24-25 
24  When Hazael king of Aram died, Ben-hadad his son became king in his 

place.  
25 Then Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again from the hand of Ben-

hadad the son of Hazael the cities which he had taken in war from the 
hand of Jehoahaz his father. Three times Joash defeated him and 
recovered the cities of Israel. 

 1. God’s promise to Jehoash came to pass-as always. 
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 2. Even with a little humility can often come great blessing. 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
  1. Amaziah’s Summary.  14:1-6 
1  In the second year of Joash son of J(eh)oahaz king of Israel (796), 

Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah became king.  
2  He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned 

twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. And his (Amaziah) mother's name was 
Jehoaddin (means “Jehovah pleased”) of Jerusalem.  

3  He (Amaziah) did right in the sight of the LORD, yet not like David his 
father; he did according to all that Joash his father had done.  

4  Only the high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places.  

5  Now it came about, as soon as the kingdom was firmly in his hand, that he 
killed his servants who had slain the king his father.  

6  But the sons of the slayers he did not put to death, according to what is 
written in the book of the Law of Moses, as the LORD commanded, 
saying, "The fathers shall not be put to death for the sons, nor the sons be 
put to death for the fathers; but each shall be put to death for his own sin."  
1. Amaziah is a king who is basically righteous, but still left some 

places of idol worship, so it was not with his whole heart.  2 
Chr 25:2 

 2. He was not as good a king as David, but similar to his father. 
3. Those who had killed his father were killed, but this king tried 

to be obedient to the Mosaic Law. 
 
  2. Amaziah’s Military Victory.  14:7 
7  He killed of Edom in the Valley of Salt 10,000 and took Sela (area south 

of Dead Sea, strategic overlook( by war, and named it Joktheel 
(obedience of God) to this day.  
1. Amaziah had an army of 300,000 plus 100,000 hired 

mercenaries from Israel.  2  Chr 25:5-6 
2. He was warned by a man of God to not take the men from 

Israel with him, so he dismissed them, probably without 
paying them making them mad.   2 Chr 25:8-10 
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3. Amaziah won this victory, killing another 10,000 by throwing 
them off of a cliff.  2 Chr 25:11-12 

4. The dismissed Israeli troops though raided the cities of Judah 
and killed 3,000 of them.  2 Chr 25:13 

5. He brought back their gods and began to worship them.  2 Chr 
25:14 

6. A prophet warned him of impending destruction.  2 Chr 25:15-
17 

 
  3. War On The Horizon?  14:8-10 
8  Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash (the one who walked in the 

sins of Jeroboam), the son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu, king of Israel, 
saying, "Come, let us face each other."  

9  Jehoash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, "The thorn 
bush which was in Lebanon sent to the cedar which was in Lebanon, 
saying, 'Give your daughter (O cedar) to my (thornbush) son in 
marriage.' But there passed by a wild beast that was in Lebanon, and 
trampled the thorn bush.  

10  "You (thornbush) have indeed defeated Edom, and your heart has 
become proud. Enjoy your glory and stay at home; for why should you 
provoke trouble so that you, even you, would fall, and Judah with you?" (I 
am the wild beast) 

 1. The “not-so-righteous” Amaziah tries to confront Jehoash. 
2. Jehoash responds with a parable warning him to stay away or 

be crushed. 
3. The unrighteous Jehoash warns the “righteous” Amaziah that 

he has become arrogant over a single military victory and is 
headed for disaster if he tries to come against him. 

4. Arrogance is dangerous. 
 

  4. Amaziah Captured And Jerusalem Sacked.  14:11-14 
11  But Amaziah would not listen. So Jehoash king of Israel went up; and he 

and Amaziah king of Judah faced each other at Beth-shemesh, which 
belongs to Judah.  

12  Judah was defeated by Israel, and they fled each to his tent.  
13  Then Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of 

Jehoash the son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem 
and tore down the wall of Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the 
Corner Gate, 400 cubits.  

14  He took all the gold and silver and all the utensils which were found in the 
house of the LORD, and in the treasuries of the king's house, the 
hostages also, and returned to Samaria.  

 1. A king noted for “doing right” also did some wrong. 
 2. His arrogance not only cost him dearly, but also his nation. 

3. His arrogance resulted in getting some of Israel’s defenses 
torn down. 
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 4. The defeat was because he sought the Edomite gods.  2 Chr 
25:20 

  
  5. Jehoash Of Israel’s Death.  14:15-16 
15  Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he did, and his might and how 

he fought with Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?  

16  So Jehoash slept with his fathers and was buried in Samaria with the 
kings of Israel; and Jeroboam (II) his son became king in his place.  

 1. The King of Israel at this time died a natural death. 
 2. The high point of Jehoash’s life was consulting with Elisha. 
 
  6. Amaziah’s Death.  14:17-22 
17  Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived fifteen years after the death 

of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel.  
18  Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not written in the Book of the 

Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  
19  They (V19, people of Judah) conspired against him in Jerusalem, and he 

fled to Lachish; but they sent after him to Lachish and killed him there.  
20  Then they brought him on horses and he was buried at Jerusalem with his 

fathers in the city of David.  
21  All the people of Judah took Azariah, who was sixteen years old, and 

made him king in the place of his father Amaziah.  
22  He (Azariah) built Elath (a seaport on the Red Sea in the land of Edom) 

and restored it to Judah after the king slept with his fathers.  
1. Amaziah was evidently released from captivity sometime after 

the death of Jehoash of Israel. 
2. His own people then conspired to kill him and remove him 

from power, probably for getting ransacked by Israel. 
3. Amaziah was a “wannabe” warrior who got arrogant over his 

single military victory. 
 4. His son seemed to be more interested in commerce. 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
  1. Jeroboam II’s Reign.  14:23-27 
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23  In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam 
the son of Joash king of Israel became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-
one years.  

24  He did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart from all the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin.  

25  He restored the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the 
Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, 
which He spoke through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, 
who was of Gath-hepher (this is the Jonah who would give the gospel 
to the Assyrians; cf Jonah 1:1).  

26  For the LORD saw the affliction of Israel, which was very bitter; for there 
was neither bond nor free, nor was there any helper (AZAR) for Israel.  

27  The LORD did not say that He would blot out the name of Israel from 
under heaven, but He saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of 
Joash.  
1. Jeroboam II is a picture of an evil man who still had a role in 

the plan of God. 
2. In times of maximum distress, the Lord’s mercy is often at 

work even when we don’t realize it. 
3. The Lord loved His people even when they were utterly 

disobedient to Him. 
 
  2. Jeroboam II’s Summary.  14:28-29 
28  Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam and all that he did and his might, 

how he fought and how he recovered for Israel, Damascus and Hamath, 
which had belonged to Judah, are they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?  

29 And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with the kings of Israel, and 
Zechariah his son became king in his place. 

 1. God’s grace to Israel came in numerous ways. 
 2. Who can fathom it? 

3. Prophets are starting to rise up during this time including 
(Hosea {1:1} and Amos {1:1}) 
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2 Kings 
Lesson 7 

 
2 Kings 15 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 

2 Kings 15:1-38 
1 In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel (792), Azariah son 

of Amaziah king of Judah became king.  
2  He was sixteen years old when he became king (born in 808), and he 

reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Jecoliah 
of Jerusalem.  

3  He did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father 
Amaziah had done.  

4  Only the high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places.  

5  The LORD struck the king, so that he was a leper to the day of his death. 
And he lived in a separate house, while Jotham the king's son was over 
the household, judging the people of the land.  

6  Now the rest of the acts of Azariah and all that he did, are they not written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  

7  And Azariah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in 
the city of David, and Jotham his son became king in his place.  
1. Azariah (Uzziah) was a man who sought God and prospered as 

long as he did.  2 Chr 26:1-5  
 2. He had victories over the Philistines and Ammonites.   
  2 Chr 26:6-8 
 3. He strengthened Judah’s defenses and agriculture.   
  2 Chr 26:9-10 

4. He had a large, well-equipped army with some innovative new 
technology.  2 Chr 26:11-15 
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5. His downfall was his pride that led him to enter the Tabernacle  
to burn incense, which brought about his leprosy.  2 Chr 
26:16-21 

 6. Uzziah was a major topic of Isaiah.  Isa 1:1  
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 M.  The Reign Of Zechariah In Israel (15:8-12) (753) 
8  In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah (753), Zechariah the son 

of Jeroboam became king over Israel in Samaria for six months.  
9  He did evil in the sight of the LORD, as his fathers had done; he did not 

depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel 
sin.  

10  Then Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him (Zechariah) and 
struck him before the people and killed him, and reigned in his place.  

11  Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah, behold they are written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel.  

12  This is the word of the LORD which He spoke to Jehu, saying, "Your sons 
to the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel." And so it was.  

 1. God keeps His word. 
 2. The promise to Jehu was fulfilled.  2 Kg 10:30 
 3. Zechariah’s daughter would become Hezekiah’s mother.   
  2 Kg 18:2 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
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 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 M.  The Reign Of Zechariah In Israel (15:8-12) (753) 
 N.  The Reign Of Shallum In Israel (15:13-15) (752) 
13  Shallum son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah king 

of Judah, and he reigned one month in Samaria.  
14  Then Menahem son of Gadi went up from Tirzah and came to Samaria, 

and struck Shallum son of Jabesh in Samaria, and killed him and became 
king in his place.  

15  Now the rest of the acts of Shallum and his conspiracy which he made, 
behold they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel.  

 1. Shallum’s son would show up in the next generation.   
  2 Chr 28:12 

2. He would be a more righteous person than his father in that he 
got Israel to set free the captives they had taken from Judah. 

 3. Children can break the pattern set by their parents. 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 M.  The Reign Of Zechariah In Israel (15:8-12) (753) 
 N.  The Reign Of Shallum In Israel (15:13-15) (752) 
 O.  The Reign Of Menahem In Israel (15:16-22) (752-742) 
16  Then Menahem (who assassinated Shallum) struck Tiphsah (on the 

bank of the Euphrates) and all who were in it and its borders from Tirzah 
(the capital of the northern kingdom), because they did not open to 
him; therefore he struck it and ripped up all its women who were with child.  

17  In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, Menahem son of Gadi 
became king over Israel and reigned ten years in Samaria.  

18  He did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart all his days from the 
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin.  

19  Pul, king of Assyria (Tiglath-Pileser, King of Assyria in the days of 
Menahem, Pekahiah, and Pekah, kings of Israel, and of Uzziah, 
Jotham and Ahaz, kings of Judah), came against the land, and 
Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver so that his hand might be 
with him to strengthen the kingdom under his rule.  
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20  Then Menahem exacted the money from Israel, even from all the mighty 
men of wealth, from each man fifty shekels of silver to pay the king of 
Assyria. So the king of Assyria returned and did not remain there in the 
land.  

21  Now the rest of the acts of Menahem and all that he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?  

22  And Menahem slept with his fathers, and Pekahiah his son became king in 
his place.  
1. Menahem stupidly attacked Assyria in a vicious way and got 

the attention of a dangerous enemy. 
2. Tiglath-Pileser (Pul) would be the king who would administer 

justice on Israel’s unfaithfulness.  1 Chr 5:24-25 
3. Menahem then committed the wealth of others to try to 

appease the Assyrian king and strengthen his own power. 
4. He did not bother to call upon the Lord. 
5. Menahem, the assassinator, actually got to die a “peaceful” 

death, but what about eternity? 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 M.  The Reign Of Zechariah In Israel (15:8-12) (753) 
 N.  The Reign Of Shallum In Israel (15:13-15) (752) 
 O.  The Reign Of Menahem In Israel (15:16-22) (752-742) 
 P.  The Reign Of Pekahiah In Israel (15:23-26) (742-740) 
23  In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah son of Menahem 

became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two years.  
24  He did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart from the sins of 

Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin.  
25  Then Pekah son of Remaliah, his officer, conspired against him and struck 

him in Samaria, in the castle of the king's house with Argob and Arieh; and 
with him were fifty men of the Gileadites, and he killed him and became 
king in his place.  

26  Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah and all that he did, behold they are 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel.  

 1. Pekahiah was killed by an assassin. 
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 2. Another gained the throne as his father had done. 
 3. One may not even be safe in a castle. 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 M.  The Reign Of Zechariah In Israel (15:8-12) (753) 
 N.  The Reign Of Shallum In Israel (15:13-15) (752) 
 O.  The Reign Of Menahem In Israel (15:16-22) (752-742) 
 P.  The Reign Of Pekahiah In Israel (15:23-26) (742-740) 
 Q.  The Reign Of Pekah In Israel (15:27-31) (752-732) 
  1. The Reign Of The Assassin.  15:27-28 
27  In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah son of Remaliah 

became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned twenty years.  
28  He did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart from the sins of 

Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin.  
  2. The Defeat Of The Assassin.  15:29-31 
29  In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came 

and captured Ijon and Abel-beth-maacah and Janoah and Kedesh and 
Hazor and Gilead and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali; and he carried 
them captive to Assyria.  

30  And Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son of 
Remaliah, and struck him and put him to death and became king in his 
place, in the twentieth year of Jotham the son of Uzziah (720 B.C.).  

31  Now the rest of the acts of Pekah and all that he did, behold, they are 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel.  

 1. The assassin gets assassinated. 
 2. The northern kingdom begins to fall to Assyria. 
 3. Assyria had been evangelized by Jonah over 100 years before. 
 4. Who was the most righteous here? 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
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 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 M.  The Reign Of Zechariah In Israel (15:8-12) (753) 
 N.  The Reign Of Shallum In Israel (15:13-15) (752) 
 O.  The Reign Of Menahem In Israel (15:16-22) (752-742) 
 P.  The Reign Of Pekahiah In Israel (15:23-26) (742-740) 
 Q.  The Reign Of Pekah In Israel (15:27-31) (752-732) 
 R.  The Reign Of Jotham In Judah (15:32-38) (750-732) 
32  In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah king of Israel (750), 

Jotham the son of Uzziah king of Judah became king. (overlapping reign 
lengths because of Uzziah’s leprosy) 

33  He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Jerusha (“taken 
possession of” or married) the daughter of Zadok. (probably the priest 
of 1 Chr 6:12, descendent of Aaron) 

34  He did what was right in the sight of the LORD; he did according to all that 
his father Uzziah had done.  

35  Only the high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places. He built the upper gate of the house of 
the LORD.  

36  Now the rest of the acts of Jotham and all that he did, are they not written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  

37  In those days the LORD began to send Rezin king of Aram and Pekah the 
son of Remaliah against Judah.  

38  And Jotham slept with his fathers, and he was buried with his fathers in 
the city of David his father; and Ahaz his son became king in his place. 
1. Jotham managed to do what was right in the sight of the Lord 

without becoming prideful. 
 2. He did not enter the Temple.  2 Chr 27:2 
 3. The people though continued to act corruptly.  2 Chr 27:2 
 4. He was a builder and warrior who defeated the Ammonites.   

2 Chr 27:3-5 
 5. The Lord blessed Jotham because he honored Him.  2 Chr 27:6 
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2 Kings 
Lesson 8 

 
2 Kings 16-17 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 M.  The Reign Of Zechariah In Israel (15:8-12) (753) 
 N.  The Reign Of Shallum In Israel (15:13-15) (752) 
 O.  The Reign Of Menahem In Israel (15:16-22) (752-742) 
 P.  The Reign Of Pekahiah In Israel (15:23-26) (742-740) 
 Q.  The Reign Of Pekah In Israel (15:27-31) (752-732) 
 R.  The Reign Of Jotham In Judah (15:32-38) (750-732) 
 S.  The Reign Of Ahaz In Judah (16:1-20) (735-715)  

 
2 Kings 16:1-20  

  1. Ahaz Becomes King.  16:1-4 
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of 

Jotham, king of Judah, became king. (735) 
2  Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen 

years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what was right in the sight of the 
LORD his God, as his father David had done.   

3  But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and even made his son 
pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom 
the LORD had driven out from before the sons of Israel.  

4  He sacrificed and burned incense on the high places and on the hills and 
under every green tree.  

 1. Kings of Judah were measured by the David Standard. 
2. This king was not even close, sacrificing his own son, which 

was common among the Canaanites.  2 Chr 28:2-4 
 3. Ahaz was heavily into idol worship. 
 
  2. Ahaz’s Military Defeats.  16:5-6 
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5  Then Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came 
up to Jerusalem to wage war; and they besieged Ahaz, but could not 
overcome him.  

6  At that time Rezin king of Aram recovered Elath for Aram, and cleared the 
Judeans out of Elath entirely; and the Arameans came to Elath and have 
lived there to this day.  
1. They killed a large number from Judah and also took a large 

number of captives.  2 Chr 28:5-8 
2. They were met by the prophet Oded who told them to free the 

captives or face the wrath of God themselves.  2 Chr 28:9-15 
 
  3. Ahaz Turns To Assyria.  16:7-9 
7  So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, "I am 

your servant and your son; come up and deliver me from the hand of the 
king of Aram and from the hand of the king of Israel, who are rising up 
against me."  

8  Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the LORD 
and in the treasuries of the king's house, and sent a present to the king of 
Assyria.  

9  So the king of Assyria listened to him; and the king of Assyria went up 
against Damascus and captured it, and carried the people of it away into 
exile to Kir, and put Rezin to death.  

 1. Now the King of Judah is seeking help from Assyria. 
2. The Edomites and Philistines had also attacked Judah and 

taken captives.  2 Chr 28:16-18 
3. Ahaz brought to Judah a lack of self-discipline, for which he 

would pay.  2 Chr 28:19. 
 
  4. The Meeting With Assyria.  16:10-16 
10  Now King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, 

and saw the altar which was at Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to Urijah 
the priest the pattern of the altar and its model, according to all its 
workmanship.  

11  So Urijah the priest built an altar; according to all that King Ahaz had sent 
from Damascus, thus Urijah the priest made it, before the coming of King 
Ahaz from Damascus.  

12  When the king came from Damascus, the king saw the altar; then the king 
approached the altar and went up to it,  

13  and burned his burnt offering and his meal offering, and poured his drink 
offering and sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings on the altar.  

14  The bronze altar, which was before the LORD, he brought from the front of 
the house, from between his altar and the house of the LORD, and he put 
it on the north side of his altar.  

15  Then King Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, saying, "Upon the great 
altar burn the morning burnt offering and the evening meal offering and 
the king's burnt offering and his meal offering, with the burnt offering of all 
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the people of the land and their meal offering and their drink offerings; and 
sprinkle on it all the blood of the burnt offering and all the blood of the 
sacrifice. But the bronze altar shall be for me to inquire by."  

16  So Urijah the priest did according to all that King Ahaz commanded.  
 1. Ahaz was indeed treading on thin ice. 

2. He sought to change the Levitical offering system, just as the 
kings of Israel had done. 

 
  5. Compromise.  16:17-18 
17  Then King Ahaz cut off the borders of the stands, and removed the laver 

from them; he also took down the sea from the bronze oxen which were 
under it and put it on a pavement of stone.  

18  The covered way for the Sabbath which they had built in the house, and 
the outer entry of the king, he removed from the house of the LORD 
because of the king of Assyria.  
1. This king of Judah changed the Temple worship to appease 

the king of Assyria. 
 2. It did not work.  2 Chr 28:20-27 
 
  6. The Death Of Ahaz.  16:19-20 
19  Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he did, are they not written in the 

Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  
20  So Ahaz slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city 

of David; and his son Hezekiah reigned in his place. 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 M.  The Reign Of Zechariah In Israel (15:8-12) (753) 
 N.  The Reign Of Shallum In Israel (15:13-15) (752) 
 O.  The Reign Of Menahem In Israel (15:16-22) (752-742) 
 P.  The Reign Of Pekahiah In Israel (15:23-26) (752-732) 
 Q.  The Reign Of Pekah In Israel (15:27-31) (752-732) 
 R.  The Reign Of Jotham In Judah (15:32-38) (750-732) 
 S.  The Reign Of Ahaz In Judah (16:1-20) (735-715) 
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 T.  The Reign Of Hoshea In Israel (17:1-41) (723-714) 
 

2 Kings 17:1-41 
 

1.  Israel’s Defeat (17:1-6 ) 
   a. Hoshea Imprisoned.  17:1-4 
1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah became 

king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned nine years.  
2  He did evil in the sight of the LORD, only not as the kings of Israel who 

were before him.  
3  Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against him, and Hoshea became 

his servant and paid him tribute.  
4  But the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea, who had sent 

messengers to So king of Egypt and had offered no tribute to the king of 
Assyria, as he had done year by year; so the king of Assyria shut him up 
and bound him in prison.  

 1. Hoshea was Joshua’s original name.  Num 13:16 
2. The different kind of evil that Hoshea did was to pay tribute to 

a foreign power.  Never had they done that before. 
 3. To do so was a sign of a total failure to trust God. 
 4. Tribute was to be paid to God for His blessing.  Deut 16:10 

"Then you shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God with 
a tribute of a freewill offering of your hand, which you shall give just as the 
LORD your God blesses you; 
5. Assyria came against them in 721 B.C., so while Hoshea was 

still king, he was in prison, which is a sign of Israel’s total 
bondage to sin. 

   b. More Of Israel To Fall.  17:5 
5  Then the king of Assyria invaded the whole land and went up to Samaria 

and besieged it three years.  
   c. Israel Exiled to Assyria.  17:6 
6  In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and 

carried Israel away into exile to Assyria, and settled them in Halah and 
Habor, on the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.  

 1. The Northern Kingdom had fallen. 
 2. The reason:  following in the sins of Jeroboam, son of Nebat. 
 3. God’s grace, in the land, ran out. 
 
 T.  The Reign Of Hoshea In Israel (17:1-41) (723-714) 
  1.  Israel’s Defeat (17:1-6 ) 
  2.  Israel’s Sins (17:7-23) 
   a. The Bottom Line.  17:7-18 
7  Now this came about because the sons of Israel had sinned against the 

LORD their God, who had brought them up from the land of Egypt from 
under the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and they had feared other gods  
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8  and walked in the customs (CHOQ = statutes, laws) of the nations whom 
the LORD had driven out before the sons of Israel, and in the customs 
(statutes) of the kings of Israel which they had introduced.  

9  The sons of Israel did things secretly (CHAPHA’ = to cover, act covertly) 
which were not right against the LORD their God. Moreover, they built for 
themselves high places in all their towns, from watchtower to fortified city.  

10  They set for themselves sacred pillars and Asherim on every high hill and 
under every green tree,  

11  and there they burned incense on all the high places as the nations did 
which the LORD had carried away to exile before them; and they did evil 
things provoking the LORD.  

12  They served idols, concerning which the LORD had said to them, "You 
shall not do this thing."  

13  Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah through all His prophets and every 
seer, saying, "Turn from your evil ways and keep My commandments, My 
statutes according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and 
which I sent to you through My servants the prophets."  

14  However, they did not listen, but stiffened their neck like their fathers, who 
did not believe in the LORD their God.  

15  They rejected His statutes and His covenant which He made with their 
fathers and His warnings with which He warned them. And they followed 
vanity and became vain, and went after the nations which surrounded 
them, concerning which the LORD had commanded them not to do like 
them.  

16  They forsook all the commandments of the LORD their God and made for 
themselves molten images, even two calves, and made an Asherah and 
worshiped all the host of heaven and served Baal.  

17  Then they made their sons and their daughters pass through the fire, and 
practiced divination and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in 
the sight of the LORD, provoking Him.  

18  So the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them from His 
sight; none was left except the tribe of Judah.  
1. So much for the words God spoke from Sinai after their 

Exodus from Egypt. 
 2. They had built for themselves temples and idols to worship. 
 3. They thought that God did not know about them. 

4. The became involved in service to idols, which is one of the 
reasons God removed the nations from before them. 

 5. At every warning they became more set in their ways. 
6. Their rejection of the Lord’s commands and embrace of the 

“nations” commands led to their demise. 
7. They even sacrificed their own children. 
 

   b. Their Sin Affected Others.  17:19-20 
19  Also Judah did not keep the commandments of the LORD their God, but 

walked in the customs (statutes)  which Israel had introduced.  



 52

20  The LORD rejected all the descendants of Israel and afflicted them and 
gave them into the hand of plunderers, until He had cast them out of His 
sight.  

 1. Rampant sin can encourage others to do the same. 
 2. God is gracious, but some abuse it. 
 3. The result is a lack of relationship with Him. 
 
   c. History.  17:21-23 
21  When He had torn Israel from the house of David, they made Jeroboam 

the son of Nebat king. Then Jeroboam drove Israel away from following 
the LORD and made them commit a great sin.  

22  The sons of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they 
did not depart from them  

23  until the LORD removed Israel from His sight, as He spoke through all His 
servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away into exile from their own 
land to Assyria until this day.  
1. The problem was a continued history of over 200 years of 

great sin against the Lord. 
2. To whom much is given, much is required. 
3. The only way to get their attention was to remove them to the 

land of their enemies. 
 
 T.  The Reign Of Hoshea In Israel (17:1-41) (723-714) 
  1.  Israel’s Defeat (17:1-6 ) 
  2.  Israel’s Sins (17:7-23) 
  3.  Israel’s Dispersion (17:24-41) 
   a. Assyria Inhabits The Land.  17:24-26 
24  The king of Assyria brought men from Babylon and from Cuthah and from 

Avva and from Hamath and Sepharvaim, and settled them in the cities of 
Samaria in place of the sons of Israel. So they possessed Samaria and 
lived in its cities.  

25  At the beginning of their living there, they did not fear the LORD; therefore 
the LORD sent lions among them which killed some of them.  

26  So they spoke to the king of Assyria, saying, "The nations whom you have 
carried away into exile in the cities of Samaria do not know the custom of 
the god of the land; so he has sent lions among them, and behold, they kill 
them because they do not know the custom (statute) of the god of the 
land."  

 1. Israel moved to Assyria, part of Assyria moved to Israel. 
2. But the Assyrians ran into problems-lions (from the tribe of 

Judah?) 
3. The Assyrians began searching for the right answers to the 

problem. 
 

   b. The King Of Assyria Listens.  17:27-28 
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27  Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, "Take there one of the 
priests whom you carried away into exile and let him go and live there; 
and let him teach them the custom (statute) of the god of the land."  

28  So one of the priests whom they had carried away into exile from Samaria 
came and lived at Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the 
LORD.  

 1. The Lord got a priest back into His land. 
 2. This was part of the protection for now, for Judah. 
  
   c. The Problem Was Not Solved.  17:29-33 
29  But every nation still made gods of its own and put them in the houses of 

the high places which the people of Samaria had made, every nation in 
their cities in which they lived.  

30  The men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, 
the men of Hamath made Ashima,  

31  and the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites burned 
their children in the fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech the gods of 
Sepharvaim.  

32  They (every nation in Israel) also feared the LORD (YAHWEH) and 
appointed from among themselves priests of the high places, who acted 
for them in the houses of the high places.  

33  They feared the LORD (YAHWEH) and served their own gods according 
to the custom (statutes) of the nations from among whom they had been 
carried away into exile.  
1. The Assyrians permitted other gods in the land, although 

realizing their problems were coming from not worshipping 
the God of the land. 

2. People have often just wanted enough of “YAHWEH” to ease 
their fears. 

3. Child sacrifice was still going on in Israel. 
4. Child sacrifice had not been a problem of Assyria before. 
 

   d. Israel In Exile Is The Same.  17:34-41 
34  To this day they (Israel) do according to the earlier customs: they (really) 

do not fear the LORD, nor do they follow their statutes or their ordinances 
or the law, or the commandments which the LORD commanded the sons 
of Jacob, whom He named Israel;  

35  with whom the LORD made a covenant and commanded them, saying, " 
You shall not fear other gods, nor bow down yourselves to them nor serve 
them nor sacrifice to them.  

36  "But the LORD, who brought you up from the land of Egypt with great 
power and with an outstretched arm, Him you shall fear, and to Him you 
shall bow yourselves down, and to Him you shall sacrifice.  

37  "The statutes and the ordinances and the law and the commandment 
which He wrote for you, you shall observe to do forever; and you shall not 
fear other gods.  
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38  "The covenant that I have made with you, you shall not forget, nor shall 
you fear other gods.  

39  "But the LORD your God you shall fear; and He will deliver you from the 
hand of all your enemies."  

40  However, they did not listen, but they did according to their earlier custom 
(statute). 

41  So while these nations feared the LORD, they also served their idols; their 
children likewise and their grandchildren, as their fathers did, so they do to 
this day. 

 1. Israel had become like the other nations-serving other gods. 
2. What blessing had been set before them, yet they had sold 

their birthright for a mess of pottage. 
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2 Kings 

Lesson 9 
 

2 Kings 18 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
 A.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Israel (1:1-18 ) (853-852) 
 B.  The Reign Of Jehoram (Joram) In Israel (2:1-8:15) (852-841)  
 C.  The Reign Of Joram (Jehoram) In Judah (8:16-24) (848-841) 
 D.  The Reign Of Ahaziah In Judah (8:25-29) (841) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehu In Israel (9:1-10:36) (841-814) 
 F.  The Reign Of Athaliah In Judah (11:1-16) (841-835) 
 G.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Judah (11:17-12:21)(835-796) 
 H.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz In Israel (13:1-9) (814-798) 
 I.  The Reign Of Jehoash (Joash) In Israel (13:10-25) (798-782) 
 J. The Reign Of Amaziah In Judah (14:1-22) (796-767) 
 K.  The Reign Of Jeroboam II In Israel (14:23-29) (793-753) 
 L.  The Reign Of Azariah (Uzziah) In Judah (15:1-7) (792-740) 
 M.  The Reign Of Zechariah In Israel (15:8-12) (753) 
 N.  The Reign Of Shallum In Israel (15:13-15) (752) 
 O.  The Reign Of Menahem In Israel (15:16-22) (752-742) 
 P.  The Reign Of Pekahiah In Israel (15:23-26) (742-740) 
 Q.  The Reign Of Pekah In Israel (15:27-31) (752-732) 
 R.  The Reign Of Jotham In Judah (15:32-38) (750-732) 
 S.  The Reign Of Ahaz In Judah (16:1-20) (735-715) 
 T.  The Reign Of Hoshea In Israel (17:1-41) (723-714) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 

 
2 Kings 18:1-37 

  1. The Summary Of Hezekiah’s Reign.  18:1-8 
1 Now it came about in the third year of Hoshea (720), the son of Elah king 

of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah became king.  
2  He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned 

twenty-nine years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Abi (2 Chr 
29:1 says “Abijah,” meaning “my father is Yahweh) the daughter of 
Zechariah.  

3  He did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David 
had done.  

4  He removed the high places and broke down the sacred pillars and cut 
down the Asherah. He also broke in pieces the bronze serpent that 
Moses had made, for until those days the sons of Israel burned incense to 
it; and it was called Nehushtan (a piece of brass).  
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5  He trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel; so that after him there was 
none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor among those who were 
before him.  

6  For he clung to the LORD; he did not depart from following Him, but 
kept His commandments, which the LORD had commanded Moses.  

7 And the LORD was with him; wherever he went he prospered. And he 
rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him.  

8  He defeated the Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory, from 
watchtower to fortified city.  

 1. Hezekiah’s eulogy was a great one. 
 2. The description includes: 
  A. He did right, based on the Davidic standard. 
  B. He removed the idols. 
  C. He broke false religions. 
  D. He walked by faith.  (trusted) 
  E. He relied on the Lord.  (clung) 
  F. He was consistent.  (did not depart) 
  G. He was obedient. 

3. The Lord blessed him economically and militarily because of 
this. 

4. His first year he repaired the Temple and brought the priests 
back in.  2 Chr 29:3-4 

5. He called them back to consecrate themselves again to the 
service of the Lord.  2 Chr 29:5-11 

6. They complied.  2 Chr 29:12-19 
7. He then restored the Temple offerings.  2 Chr 29:20-24 

 8. And then the Temple worship.  2 Chr 29:25-36 
9. He then invited what was left of the northern kingdom to join 

them in celebration of the Passover.  2 Chr 30:1-12 
10. It was the greatest Passover celebration since Solomon.   

2 Chr 30:13-28 
11. After this the idols were destroyed throughout the land.  2 Chr 

31:1 
12. He continued to return Judah to worship of the Lord.  2 Chr 

31:2-21 
 

  2. Fall Of The Northern Kingdom To Assyria.  18:9-12 
9  Now in the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of 

Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up 
against Samaria and besieged it.  

10  At the end of three years they captured it; in the sixth year of Hezekiah, 
which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was captured.  

11  Then the king of Assyria carried Israel away into exile to Assyria, and put 
them in Halah and on the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes,  
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12  because they did not obey the voice of the LORD their God, but 
transgressed His covenant, even all that Moses the servant of the LORD 
commanded; they would neither listen nor do it.   
1. People from the northern kingdom attended the Passover but 

did so on their own terms.  2 Chr 30:31-32 
2. They made the physical pilgrimage without making the 

spiritual one.  
3. Hezekiah interceded for them.  2 Chr 31:20 
4. But their hearts did not change and they refused to obey the 

Lord, so the northern kingdom fell. 
 

  3. Assyrian Invasion Of Judah.  18:13-16 
13  Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah (ten years later), 

Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of 
Judah and seized them.  

14  Then Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, 
saying, "I have done wrong (word for “sin”). Withdraw from me; whatever 
you impose on me I will bear." So the king of Assyria required of Hezekiah 
king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold.  

15  Hezekiah gave him all the silver which was found in the house of the 
LORD, and in the treasuries of the king's house.  

16  At that time Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doors of the temple of the 
LORD, and from the doorposts which Hezekiah king of Judah had 
overlaid, and gave it to the king of Assyria.  
1. Hezekiah views the siege as a result of his sin and tries to 

bribe the King of Assyria to let them alone. 
2. Hezekiah had prepared the land and Jerusalem for this 

invasion.   
2 Chr 32:1-6 

3. He also prepared them spiritually.  2 Chr 32:7-8 
4. But his faith waned. 
 

  4. The Meeting Of Diplomats.  18:17-18 
17  Then the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rab-saris and Rabshakeh from 

Lachish to King Hezekiah with a large army to Jerusalem. So they went up 
and came to Jerusalem. And when they went up, they came and stood by 
the conduit of the upper pool, which is on the highway of the fuller's field.  

18  When they called to the king, Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the 
household, and Shebnah the scribe and Joah the son of Asaph the 
recorder, came out to them.  

 
  5. Rabshakeh Undermines Hezekiah.  18:19-25 
19  Then Rabshakeh said to them, "Say now to Hezekiah, 'Thus says the 

great king, the king of Assyria, " What is this confidence that you have?  
20  "You say (but they are only empty words), 'I have counsel and strength for 

the war.' Now on whom do you rely, that you have rebelled against me?  
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21  "Now behold, you rely on the staff of this crushed reed, even on Egypt; on 
which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh 
king of Egypt to all who rely on him.  

22  "But if you say to me, 'We trust in the LORD our God,' is it not He whose 
high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away, and has said to 
Judah and to Jerusalem, 'You shall worship before this altar in 
Jerusalem'?  

23  "Now therefore, come, make a bargain with my master the king of Assyria, 
and I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on your part to set 
riders on them.   

24  "How then can you repulse one official of the least of my master's 
servants, and rely on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?  

25  "Have I now come up without the LORD'S approval against this place to 
destroy it? The LORD said to me, 'Go up against this land and destroy 
it.'"'"  
1. The Rabshakeh tells all the people of the strength of his army, 

seeking to get them to not resist. 
 2. The insults to the Lord are even put in writing.  2 Chr 32:16-17 
  

 6. An Attempt To Negotiate.  18:26-27 
26  Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebnah and Joah, said to 

Rabshakeh, "Speak now to your servants in Aramaic, for we understand it; 
and do not speak with us in Judean in the hearing of the people who are 
on the wall."  

27  But Rabshakeh said to them, "Has my master sent me only to your master 
and to you to speak these words, and not to the men who sit on the wall, 
doomed to eat their own dung and drink their own urine with you?"  

 
 1. Hezekiah’s ambassadors try to make this private. 
 2. But Rabshakeh knows he holds the upper hand. 
 
  7. Rabshakeh’s Political Speech.  18:28-35 
28  Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in Judean, saying, 

"Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria.  
29  "Thus says the king, ' Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be 

able to deliver you from my hand;  
30  nor let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, "The LORD will 

surely deliver us, and this city will not be given into the hand of the king of 
Assyria."  

31 'Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria, " Make your 
peace with me and come out to me, and eat each of his vine and each of 
his fig tree and drink each of the waters of his own cistern,  

32  until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of 
grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive trees 
and honey, that you may live and not die." But do not listen to Hezekiah 
when he misleads you, saying, "The LORD will deliver us."  
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33 'Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered his land from the hand of 
the king of Assyria?  

34 'Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of 
Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah? Have they delivered Samaria from my 
hand?  

35 'Who among all the gods of the lands have delivered their land from my 
hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem from my hand?'"  

 1. Rabshakeh presents a choice to Judah:  fear or faith? 
 2. Is the Lord just another God? 
 
  8. The People Obey Their King.  18:36-37 
36  But the people were silent and answered him not a word, for the king's 

commandment was, "Do not answer him."  
37  Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and Shebna 

the scribe and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah 
with their clothes torn and told him the words of Rabshakeh. 
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2 Kings 
Lesson 10 

 
2 Kings 19-20 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 

2 Kings 19:1-37 
  9. Hezekiah Contacts Isaiah.  19:1-7 
1  And when King Hezekiah heard it (the taunt of Rabshakeh), he tore his 

clothes, covered himself with sackcloth and entered the house of the 
LORD.  

2  Then he sent Eliakim who was over the household with Shebna the scribe 
and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet 
the son of Amoz.  

3  They said to him, "Thus says Hezekiah, 'This day is a day of distress, 
rebuke, and rejection; for children have come to birth and there is no 
strength to deliver.   

4 'Perhaps the LORD your God will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, whom 
his master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach the living God, and will 
rebuke the words which the LORD your God has heard. Therefore, offer a 
prayer for the remnant that is left.'"  

5  So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.  
6  Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall say to your master, 'Thus says the 

LORD, "Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with 
which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me.  

7  "Behold, I will put a spirit in him so that he will hear a rumor and return to 
his own land. And I will make him fall by the sword in his own land."'"  

 1. Both Hezekiah and Isaiah prayed about this matter.   
  2 Chr 32:20 
 2. A prophecy was given that would have an unusual fulfillment. 
 
  10. Rabshakeh’s Counter Point.  19:8-13 
8  Then Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria (Sennacherib) 

fighting against Libnah, for he had heard that the king had left Lachish.  
9  When he heard them say concerning Tirhakah king of Cush (Ethiopia), 

"Behold, he (Tirhakah) has come out to fight against you," he sent 
messengers again to Hezekiah saying,  

10  "Thus you shall say to Hezekiah king of Judah, 'Do not let your God in 
whom you trust deceive you saying, "Jerusalem will not be given into the 
hand of the king of Assyria."  

11 'Behold, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the 
lands, destroying them completely. So will you be spared?  
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12 'Did the gods of those nations which my fathers destroyed deliver them, 
even  Gozan and Haran and Rezeph and the sons of Eden who were in 
Telassar?  

13 'Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of 
Sepharvaim, and of Hena and Ivvah?'"  
1. Word have evidently gotten back to Rabshakeh that Yahweh 

was going to fight for the Jews. 
2. Since the Assyrians had been dominant in their battles, it 

seemed that Jerusalem would be like any other city. 
3. This sounded somewhat like Goliath. 

 
  11. Hezekiah’s Prayer.  19:14-19 (Isa 37:14-20) 
14  Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read 

it, and he went up to the house of the LORD and spread it out before the 
LORD.  

15  Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said, "O LORD, the God of Israel, 
who are enthroned above the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of 
all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.  

16  "Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and see; 
and listen to the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the 
living God.  

17  "Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have devastated the nations and 
their lands  

18  and have cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but the work 
of men's hands, wood and stone. So they have destroyed them.  

19  "Now, O LORD our God, I pray, deliver us from his hand that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that You alone, OLORD, are God."  
1. Hezekiah’s prayer is loaded with an understanding of God’s 

Essence. 
 2. It is also loaded with the realities of the situation at hand. 
 3. His petition includes the desire for the Lord to be glorified. 
 

12. The Lord’s Answer-Sennacherib’s Problems.  19:20-24 
(Isa 37:21-25) 

20  Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah saying, "Thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel, 'Because you (Hezekiah) have prayed to Me 
about Sennacherib king of Assyria, I have heard you.'  

21  "This is the word that the LORD has spoken against him (Sennacherib):  
'She (Assyria) has despised you and mocked you,   
The virgin daughter of Zion;  
She (Assyria) has shaken her head behind you,  
The daughter of Jerusalem!  

22 'Whom have you (masc = Sennacherib) reproached and blasphemed?  
And against whom have you raised your voice,  
And haughtily lifted up your eyes?  
Against the Holy One of Israel!  
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23 'Through your messengers you have reproached the Lord,  
And you (Sennacherib) have said, "With my many chariots  
I came up to the heights of the mountains,  
To the remotest parts of Lebanon;  
And I cut down its tall cedars and its choice cypresses.  
And I entered its farthest lodging place, its thickest forest.  

24  "I dug wells and drank foreign waters,  
And with the sole of my feet I dried up  
All the rivers of Egypt."  
1. The Lord addresses Sennacherib’s boast. 
2. The real problem is his taunting of the Lord Himself. 
 

  13. The Lord’s Answer-You Underestimate Me.  19:25-28  
(Isa 37:26-29) 

25 'Have you (Sennacherib) not heard?  
Long ago I did it;  
From ancient times I planned it.   
Now I have brought it to pass,  
That you should turn fortified cities into ruinous heaps.  

26 'Therefore their inhabitants were short of strength,  
They were dismayed and put to shame;  
They were as the vegetation of the field and as the green herb,  
As grass on the housetops is scorched before it is grown up.  

27 'But I know your sitting down,  
And your going out and your coming in,  
And your raging against Me.  

28 'Because of your raging against Me,  
And because your arrogance has come up to My ears,  
Therefore I will put My hook in your nose,  
And My bridle in your lips,  
And I will turn you back by the way which you came.  
1. Sennacherib only won victories because the Lord permitted 

him to. 
2. Arrogance has been the downfall of many. 
 

  14. A Sign For Hezekiah.  19:29-31 
29 'Then this shall be the sign for you (Hezekiah): you will eat this year what 

grows of itself, in the second year what springs from the same, and in the 
third year sow, reap, plant vineyards, and eat their fruit.  

30 'The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root 
downward and bear fruit upward.  

31 'For out of Jerusalem will go forth a remnant, and out of Mount Zion 
survivors. The zeal of the LORD will perform this.  

 1. This is a three-year sign given for national deliverance. 
2. The term “surviving” carries the implication that many will be 

destroyed. 
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3. The fact that “it will take root downward-again,” is a picture of 
dispersion. 

4. One day Jerusalem will bear great fruit. 
5. This primarily deals with the Millennial Kingdom. 

 
  15. The Lord Will Defend Jerusalem.  19:32-34 
32 'Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, " He will 

not come to this city or shoot an arrow there; and he will not come before 
it with a shield or throw up a siege ramp against it.  

33  "By the way that he came, by the same he will return, and he shall not 
come to this city,"' declares the LORD.  

34 'For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant 
David's sake.'"  

 1. This is the promise of a great and miraculous deliverance. 
2. Judah is not supposed to prepare to fight, but rather to wait 

for the Lord to fight. 
 
  16. The Defeat Of The Assyrians.  19:35-37 (Isa 37:36-38) 
35  Then it happened that night that the angel of the LORD went out and 

struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men rose early in 
the morning, behold, all of them were dead.  

36  So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and returned home, and lived at 
Nineveh.  

37  It came about as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, that 
Adrammelech and Sharezer killed him with the sword; and they escaped 
into the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son became king in his place. 
1. The Angel of the Lord killed every mighty warrior, commander 

and officer in the camp.  2 Chr 32:21 
2. The “not-so-mighty” non-com’s were delivered. 
3. The Lord also saved them from the hand of all others around 

them.  2 Chr 32:22 
4. The nations began to bring Hezekiah gifts.  2 Chr 32:23 
 

2 Kings 20:1-21 
 
  17. Hezekiah’s Illness.  20:1-7 
1  In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill. And Isaiah the prophet the 

son of Amoz came to him and said to him, "Thus says the LORD, ' Set 
your house in order, for you shall die and not live.'"  

2  Then he (Hezekiah) turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, 
saying,  

3  "Remember now, O LORD, I beseech You, how I have walked before You 
in truth and with a whole heart and have done what is good in Your sight." 
And Hezekiah wept bitterly.  

4  Before Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, the word of the LORD 
came to him, saying,  
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5  "Return and say to Hezekiah the leader of My people, 'Thus says the 
LORD, the God of your father David, "I have heard your prayer, I have 
seen your tears; behold, I will heal you. On the third day you shall go up to 
the house of the LORD.  

6  "I will add fifteen years to your life (to 686, so the timing is about 701), 
and I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and 
I will defend this city for My own sake and for My servant David's sake."'"  

7  Then Isaiah said, "Take a cake of figs." And they took and laid it on the 
boil, and he recovered.  

 1. Hezekiah became somewhat arrogant about his position. 
  2 Chr 32:25-26 
 2. It was because of his immense riches and honor.   
  2 Chr 32:27-31 

3. Isaiah got to deliver the death notice and then the resurrection 
notice. 

4. Hezekiah wrote a song about this.  Isa 38:9-20 
 

  18. Hezekiah’s Sign.  20:8-11 
8  Now Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "What will be the sign that the LORD will 

heal me, and that I shall go up to the house of the LORD the third day?"  
9  Isaiah said, "This shall be the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD 

will do the thing that He has spoken: shall the shadow go forward ten 
steps or go back ten steps?"  

10  So Hezekiah answered, "It is easy for the shadow to decline ten steps; no, 
but let the shadow turn backward ten steps."  

11  Isaiah the prophet cried to the LORD, and He brought the shadow on the 
stairway back ten steps by which it had gone down on the stairway of 
Ahaz.  
1. Hezekiah asked for a sign that he would indeed be healed and 

be able to go the house of the Lord. 
2. Isaiah sets up the test and lets Hezekiah choose which way he 

wants the Lord to move the shadow. 
 3. Nothing is too difficult for the Lord. 
 
  19. A Visit From Babylon.  20:12-15 (Isa 39:1-4) 
12  At that time Berodach-baladan a son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent 

letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been 
sick.  

13  Hezekiah listened to them, and showed them all his treasure house, the 
silver and the gold and the spices and the precious oil and the house of 
his armor and all that was found in his treasuries. There was nothing in his 
house nor in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show them.  

14  Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and said to him, "What 
did these men say, and from where have they come to you?" And 
Hezekiah said, "They have come from a far country, from Babylon."  
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15  He said, "What have they seen in your house?" So Hezekiah answered, 
"They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing among my 
treasuries that I have not shown them."  

 1. This man wanted to know about the miracle of the sundial. 
  2 Chr 32:31 
 2. He played on Hezekiah’s approbation lust. 
 3. Hezekiah had not realized he had done something wrong. 
 4. He was evidently just showing off. 
 
  20. The Prophecy Given To Hezekiah.  20:16-18 (Isa 39:5-8) 
16  Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the LORD.  
17 'Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and all that 

your fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried to Babylon; 
nothing shall be left,' says the LORD.  

18 'Some of your sons who shall issue from you, whom you will beget, will be 
taken away; and they will become officials in the palace of the king of 
Babylon.'"  

19  Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "The word of the LORD which you have 
spoken is good." For he thought, "Is it not so, if there will be peace and 
truth in my days?"  

 1. This is a clear prophecy of the exile of Judah into Babylon. 
2. Hezekiah’s show of his splendor would lead Babylon to covet 

what they had and eventually take it with them. 
 3. Hezekiah’s weaknesses were selfishness and  a lack of vision. 
 
  21. The Epilogue.  20:20-21 
20  Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and all his might, and how he made 

the pool and the conduit and brought water into the city, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  

21  So Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and Manasseh his son became king in 
his place. 
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2 Kings 
Lesson 11 

 
2 Kings 21-23:30 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 

2 Kings 21:1-26 
 
  1. Manasseh’s Evil.  21:1-9 
1  Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king (born when 

Hezekiah was 42 years old in the 17th year of his reign, the 3rd year of 
his 15 years left to live), and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem; and 
his mother's name was Hephzibah (“my delight is in her”).  

2  He did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to the abominations of the 
nations whom the LORD dispossessed before the sons of Israel.  

3  For he rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; 
and he erected altars for Baal and made an Asherah, as Ahab king of 
Israel had done, and worshiped all the host of heaven and served them.  

4  He built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, " In 
Jerusalem I will put My name."  

5  For he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house 
of the LORD.  

6  He made his son pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and used 
divination, and dealt with mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the 
sight of the LORD provoking Him to anger.   

7  Then he set the carved image of Asherah that he had made, in the house 
of which the LORD said to David and to his son Solomon, "In this house 
and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen from all the tribes of Israel, I will 
put My name forever.  

8  "And I will not make the feet of Israel wander anymore from the land which 
I gave their fathers, if only they will observe to do according to all that I 
have commanded them, and according to all the law that My servant 
Moses commanded them."  

9  But they did not listen, and Manasseh seduced them to do evil more than 
the nations whom the LORD destroyed before the sons of Israel.  
1. Manasseh set about to undo all the good his father Hezekiah 

had done. 
 2. Manasseh not only got into idol worship but was involved in 

 active witchcraft, sacrificing his own son. 
 3. He even dared to defile the Temple which the Lord had 

 sanctified.  1 Kg 8:29; 9:3 
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 4. He was in violation of the Mosaic Law, which meant that many 
 of the blessings of the Davidic covenant would be revoked. 

 5. He adopted the worship of the Assyrians and Canaanites who 
 had just been soundly defeated by the Lord in his father’s day. 

 6. Good parental examples do not guarantee good offspring. 
 
  2. The Lord’s rebuke.  21:10-15 
10  Now the LORD spoke through His servants the prophets, saying,  
11  "Because Manasseh king of Judah has done these abominations, having 

done wickedly more than all the Amorites did who were before him, and 
has also made Judah sin with his idols;  

12  therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Behold, I am bringing 
such calamity on Jerusalem and Judah, that whoever hears of it, both his 
ears will tingle.  

13 'I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria and the plummet of the 
house of Ahab, and I will wipe Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it 
and turning it upside down.  

14 'I will abandon the remnant of My inheritance and deliver them into the 
hand of their enemies, and they will become as plunder and spoil to all 
their enemies;  

15  because they have done evil in My sight, and have been provoking Me to 
anger since the day their fathers came from Egypt, even to this day.'"  

 1. People are not expected to follow evil leaders.   
 2. Those who do are in for the discipline of their leaders. 
 3. The prophet Jeremiah was involved in letting Manasseh and 

 Judah know of their impending judgment.  Jer 15:1-14 
 
  3. Manasseh’s Epitaph.  21:16-18 
16  Moreover, Manasseh shed very much innocent blood until he had filled 

Jerusalem from one end to another; besides his sin with which he made 
Judah sin, in doing evil in the sight of the LORD.  

17  Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh and all that he did and his sin which 
he committed, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Judah?  

18  And Manasseh slept with his fathers and was buried in the garden of his 
own house, in the garden of Uzza, and Amon his son became king in his 
place.  
1. Before his death, Assyria invaded Judah and took Manasseh 
 to Babylon.  2 Chr 33:10-11 

 2. In Assyria, Manasseh repented of his evil and was eventually 
 returned to Judah.  2 Chr 33:12-13 

 3. In Judah he tried to undo the evil which he had done.   
  2 Chr 33:14-17 
 4. A lot more information was written about this repentance.   
  2 Chr 33:18-19 
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I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 C.  The Reign Of Amon (21:19-26) (642-640) 
19  Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned 

two years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Meshullemeth 
(means “devoted”) the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah (the first time 
where the birthplace of the queen mother is noted).  

20  He did evil in the sight of the LORD, as Manasseh his father had done.  
21  For he walked in all the way that his father had walked, and served the 

idols that his father had served and worshiped them.  
22  So he forsook the LORD, the God of his fathers, and did not walk in the 

way of the LORD.  
23  The servants of Amon conspired against him and killed the king in his own 

house.  
24  Then the people of the land killed all those who had conspired against 

King Amon, and the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his 
place.  

25  Now the rest of the acts of Amon which he did, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  

26  He was buried in his grave in the garden of Uzza, and Josiah his son 
became king in his place. 

 1. Amon followed the evil example set by his father. 
 2. There was no repentance found in him though.  2 Chr 33:23 
 3. Amon was killed by his servants who were then killed by the  
  people. 
 4. Ashurbanipal of Assyria suppressed a number of revolts from  
  642-639.  Amon’s servants possibly sold out to Assyria. 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 C.  The Reign Of Amon (21:19-26) (642-640) 
 D.  The Reign Of Josiah (22:1-23:30) (640-609) 
 

2 Kings 22:1-20 
 
  1. Josiah’s Summary.  22:1-2 
1  Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned thirty-

one years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Jedidah (beloved) 
the daughter of Adaiah (Yahweh has adorned) of Bozkath.  

2  He did right in the sight of the LORD and walked in all the way of his father 
David, nor did he turn aside to the right or to the left.  
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 1. Not “turning to the right or left” is a description used in the 
 Mosaic Law.  Deut 17:11,20; 28:14 

 2. Josiah devoted the 8th-12th years of his reign to spiritual 
 pursuits.  2 Chr 34:3 

 3. He began to purge Judah and even went into Israel.  
  2 Chr 34:4-7 
 
  2. Work Begins To Repair The Temple.  22:3-7 
3  Now in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan, the son 

of Azaliah the son of Meshullam the scribe, to the house of the LORD 
saying,  

4  "Go up to Hilkiah the high priest that he may count the money brought in 
to the house of the LORD which the doorkeepers have gathered from the 
people.  

5  "Let them deliver it into the hand of the workmen who have the oversight 
of the house of the LORD, and let them give it to the workmen who are in 
the house of the LORD to repair the damages of the house,  

6  to the carpenters and the builders and the masons and for buying timber 
and hewn stone to repair the house.  

7  "Only no accounting shall be made with them for the money delivered into 
their hands, for they deal faithfully."  

 1. Josiah knew from his spiritual pursuits that the Temple 
 needed to be repaired. 

 2. His grandfather (Manasseh) and father (Amon) had done much 
 to destroy it. 

  
  3. The Book Of The Law Is Found.  22:8-10 
8   Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, "I have found the 

book of the law in the house of the LORD." And Hilkiah gave the book to 
Shaphan who read it.  

9  Shaphan the scribe came to the king and brought back word to the king 
and said, "Your servants have emptied out the money that was found in 
the house, and have delivered it into the hand of the workmen who have 
the oversight of the house of the LORD."  

10  Moreover, Shaphan the scribe told the king saying, "Hilkiah the priest has 
given me a book." And Shaphan read it in the presence of the king.  

 1. While there must have been much oral tradition about the 
 contents of the Law, some of it must have been incorrect. 

 2. Here is the written document that attests to the covenant God 
 had made with His people on Sinai. 

 
  4. The King’s Response To Hearing The Law.  22:11-13 
11  When the king heard the words of the book of the law, he tore his clothes. 
12  Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, 

Achbor the son of Micaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king's 
servant saying,  
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13  "Go, inquire of the LORD for me and the people and all Judah concerning 
the words of this book that has been found, for great is the wrath of the 
LORD that burns against us, because our fathers have not listened to the 
words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us."  

 1. Josiah knows that Judah’s time is being measured. 
 2. As much as he had done, he found himself and the kingdom 

 still greatly lacking. 
 3. Leviticus 26:27-31 may have caught his attention. 
 
  5. Huldah The Prophetess.  22:14-20 
14  So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to 

Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of 
Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in the 
Second Quarter); and they spoke to her.  

15  She said to them, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel, 'Tell the man who 
sent you to me,  

16  thus says the LORD, "Behold, I bring evil on this place and on its 
inhabitants, even all the words of the book which the king of Judah has 
read.  

17  "Because they have forsaken Me and have burned incense to other gods 
that they might provoke Me to anger with all the work of their hands, 
therefore My wrath burns against this place, and it shall not be 
quenched."'  

18  "But to the king of Judah who sent you to inquire of the LORD thus shall 
you say to him, 'Thus says the LORD God of Israel, "Regarding the words 
which you have heard,  

19  because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before the 
LORD when you heard what I spoke against this place and against its 
inhabitants that they should become a desolation and a curse, and you 
have torn your clothes and wept before Me, I truly have heard you," 
declares the LORD.  

20  "Therefore, behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be 
gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes will not see all the evil 
which I will bring on this place."'" So they brought back word to the king. 

 1. The priests know where to find a prophet(ess) when they need  
  one. 
 2. She confirmed that Josiah’s understanding of the Law was  
  true. 
 3. She also told Josiah that his tender heart and humility would  
  be blessed all of his life. 
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2 Kings 
Lesson 12 

 
2 Kings 23:1-25:30 

 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 C.  The Reign Of Amon (21:19-26) (642-640) 
 D.  The Reign Of Josiah (22:1-23:30) (640-609) 

 
2 Kings 23:1-37 

  6. The King Spreads The News.  23:1-3 
1  Then the king sent, and they gathered to him all the elders of Judah and of 

Jerusalem.  
2  The king went up to the house of the LORD and all the men of Judah and 

all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests and the prophets 
and all the people, both small and great; and he read in their hearing all 
the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the house of the 
LORD.  

3  The king stood by the pillar and made a covenant before the LORD, to 
walk after the LORD, and to keep His commandments and His testimonies 
and His statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to carry out the words of 
this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people entered into 
the covenant.  

 1. From the statement of the prophetess, the king knows that 
 repentance and humility are necessary in the removal of God’s 
 wrath. 

 2. It was not like his great-grandfather Hezekiah’s response.  
  2 Kg 20:19 
 
  7. Cleaning Up The Rest Of The Land.  23:4-14 
4  Then the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest and the priests of the 

second order and the doorkeepers, to bring out of the temple of the LORD 
all the vessels that were made for Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of 
heaven; and he burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron, 
and carried their ashes to Bethel.  (aka, “the place.”  On north end of 
Benjamin, place where Jacob had the vision and the Abrahamic 
covenant was ratified to the third generation, means “house of 
God.”) 

5  He did away with the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had 
appointed to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah and in 
the surrounding area of Jerusalem, also those who burned incense to 
Baal, to the sun and to the moon and to the constellations and to all the 
host of heaven.  
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6  He brought out the Asherah from the house of the LORD outside 
Jerusalem to the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and 
ground it to dust, and threw its dust on the graves of the common people.  
(a valley associated with graves, probably where the “dry bones” 
passage of Eze 37 is set) 

7  He also broke down the houses of the male cult prostitutes which were in 
the house of the LORD, where the women were weaving hangings for the 
Asherah.  

8  Then he brought all the priests from the cities of Judah, and defiled the 
high places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to 
Beersheba; and he broke down the high places of the gates which were at 
the entrance of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on 
one's left at the city gate.  

9  Nevertheless the priests of the high places did not go up to the altar of the 
LORD in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread among their brothers.  

10  He also defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, that 
no man might make his son or his daughter pass through the fire for 
Molech.  

11  He did away with the horses which the kings of Judah had given to the 
sun, at the entrance of the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathan-
melech the official, which was in the precincts; and he burned the chariots 
of the sun with fire.  

12  The altars which were on the roof, the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the 
kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the 
two courts of the house of the LORD, the king broke down; and he 
smashed them there and threw their dust into the brook Kidron.  

13  The high places which were before Jerusalem, which were on the right of 
the mount of destruction which Solomon the king of Israel had built for 
Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, and for Chemosh the 
abomination of Moab, and for Milcom the abomination of the sons of 
Ammon, the king defiled.  

14  He broke in pieces the sacred pillars and cut down the Asherim and filled 
their places with human bones.  

 1. Josiah returned the nation to its roots. 
 2. He removed the articles and priests of idol worship. 
 3. Immoral practices were again against the law. 
 4. He made the cult places unusable. 
 
  8. Working In Israel.  23:15-20 
15  Furthermore, the altar that was at Bethel and the high place which 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin, had made, even that 
altar and the high place he broke down. Then he demolished its stones, 
ground them to dust, and burned the Asherah.  

16  Now when Josiah turned, he saw the graves that were there on the 
mountain, and he sent and took the bones from the graves and burned 
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them on the altar and defiled it according to the word of the LORD which 
the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these things.  

17  Then he said, "What is this monument that I see?" And the men of the city 
told him, " It is the grave of the man of God who came from Judah and 
proclaimed these things which you have done against the altar of Bethel."  

18  He said, "Let him alone; let no one disturb his bones." So they left his 
bones undisturbed with the bones of the prophet who came from Samaria.  

19  Josiah also removed all the houses of the high places which were  in the 
cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made provoking the LORD; 
and he did to them just as he had done in Bethel.  

20  All the priests of the high places who were there he slaughtered on the 
altars and burned human bones on them; then he returned to Jerusalem.  

 1. This is fulfillment of a prophecy given by an unknown prophet 
 of Judah who warned Jeroboam of his evil.  1 Kings 13 

 2. He killed the priests who led in the idol worship as Jehu had 
 done earlier.  2 Kings 10:25; 11:18 

 3. Idolatry is dangerous ground.  Deut 4:15-31 
 
  9. The Passover Celebrated.  23:21-23 
21  Then the king commanded all the people saying, " Celebrate the Passover 

to the LORD your God as it is written in this book of the covenant."  
22  Surely such a Passover had not been celebrated from the days of the 

judges who judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel and of 
the kings of Judah.  

23  But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, this Passover was observed to 
the LORD in Jerusalem.  

 1. The Passover Lamb was the picture of the Messiah. 
 2. Josiah had done many things quickly in his 18th year. 
 3. He restored the priesthood and ordered them to follow the Law 

 of Moses.  2 Chr 35:1-6 
 4. Josiah set the example of worship.  2 Chr 35:7-9 
 5. The rest followed his example.  2 Chr 35:10-19 
 
  10. Josiah’s Legacy.  23:24-25 
24  Moreover, Josiah removed the mediums and the spiritists and the 

teraphim and the idols and all the abominations that were seen in the land 
of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might confirm the words of the law 
which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of 
the LORD.  

25  Before him there was no king like him who turned to the LORD with all his 
heart and with all his soul and with all his might, according to all the law of 
Moses; nor did any like him arise after him.  

 1. The penalty for witchcraft was death.  Lev 20:27 
 2. Josiah was a truly great king. 
 
  11. What About The Attitude Of The People.  23:26-27 
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26  However, the LORD did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath 
with which His anger burned against Judah, because of all the 
provocations with which Manasseh had provoked Him.  

27  The LORD said, "I will remove Judah also from My sight, as I have 
removed Israel. And I will cast off Jerusalem, this city which I have 
chosen, and the temple of which I said, 'My name shall be there.'"  

 1. God’s wrath was still afire over the sin previously done. 
 2. Evidently the people’s attitudes were not in line with the king. 
 
  12. Josiah’s Death.  23:28-30 
28  Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and all that he did, are they not written 

in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  
29  In his days Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt went up to the king of Assyria to 

the river Euphrates. And King Josiah went to meet him, and when 
Pharaoh Neco saw him he killed him at Megiddo.  

30  His servants drove his body in a chariot from Megiddo, and brought him to 
Jerusalem and buried him in his own tomb. Then the people of the land 
took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah and anointed him and made him king in 
place of his father.  

 1. In the 13th year of Josiah’s reign, the word of the Lord came to 
 Jeremiah.  Jer 1:1-5 

 2. He had input to Josiah.  Jer 3:6-10 
 3. Josiah did not listen to the warning to not go against Neco.   
  2 Chr 35:20-22 
 4. Jeremiah wrote and directed a lament over Josiah’s death.   

2 Chr 35:25 
 5. Zephaniah also prophesied during Josiah’s reign.  Zeph 1:1 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 C.  The Reign Of Amon (21:19-26) (642-640) 
 D.  The Reign Of Josiah (22:1-23:30) (640-609) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz (23:31-33) (609) 
31  Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he 

reigned three months in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Hamutal  
(means “kinsman of the dew”; wife of Josiah) the daughter of 
Jeremiah of Libnah (not the prophet; she is also named in Jer 52:1).  

32  He (Jehoahaz) did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his 
fathers had done. (not Josiah, but found in his ancestry) 

33  Pharaoh Neco imprisoned him at Riblah in the land of Hamath (100 mi 
north of Sea of Galilee), that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and he 
imposed on the land a fine of one hundred talents of silver and a talent of 
gold.  

 1. The son of Josiah, in three months, received an epitaph of evil. 
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  2 Chr 36:1-4 
2. Josiah, through an act of arrogance, opened the door into 

Judah. 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 C.  The Reign Of Amon (21:19-26) (642-640) 
 D.  The Reign Of Josiah (22:1-23:30) (640-609) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz (23:31-33) (609) 
 F.  The Reign Of Jehoiakim (23:34-24:7) (609-598) 
  1. Judah Under Egyptian Control.  23:34-35 
34  Pharaoh Neco made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the place of Josiah 

his father, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. But he took Jehoahaz 
(Jehoiakim’s brother) away and brought him to Egypt, and he died there.  

35  So Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold to Pharaoh, but he taxed the land in 
order to give the money at the command of Pharaoh. He exacted the 
silver and gold from the people of the land, each according to his 
valuation, to give it to Pharaoh Neco.  
1. With dad dead and brother in exile, Jehoiakim bowed to 

Pharaoh’s desires. 
 2. He became a puppet of Pharoah.  
 
  2. The Summary.  23:36-37 
36  Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he 

reigned eleven years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Zebidah 
(another wife of Josiah; name means “bestowed”) the daughter of 
Pedaiah of Rumah.  

37  He did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had 
done. 

 1. This other son of Josiah was also known for his evil acts. 
2. This is another picture of volition rather than genetics being 

the dominant factor in a person’s life. 
 

2 Kings 24:1-20 
 
  3. Judah Under Babylonian Control.  24:1-7 
1  In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim 

became his (Nebuchadnezzar) servant for three years; then he 
(Jehoiakim) turned and rebelled against him (Nebuchadnezzar).  

2  The LORD sent against him (Jehoiakim) bands of Chaldeans, bands of 
Arameans, bands of Moabites, and bands of Ammonites. So He sent them 
against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the LORD which He 
had spoken through His servants the prophets.  
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3  Surely at the command of the LORD it (the destruction) came upon 
Judah, to remove them from His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, 
according to all that he (Manasseh) had done,  

4  and also for the innocent blood which he (Manasseh) shed, for he filled 
Jerusalem with innocent blood; and the LORD would not forgive.  

5  Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim and all that he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?  

6  So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers, and Jehoiachin his son became king 
in his place.  

7  The king of Egypt did not come out of his land again, for the king of 
Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt from the brook of 
Egypt to the river Euphrates.  (the land promised to Abraham) 

 1. Babylon had taken control of the area that Egypt had had. 
 2. Jehoiakim rebelled against the stronger of the two nations. 

3. The Canaanites and their “brothers”, the Moabites and 
Ammonites, marched on Judah. 

4. The destruction is coming on Judah for the sins of Manasseh, 
the son of Hezekiah and grandfather of Josiah. 

5. In spite of Josiah’s reforms, the hearts of the people did not 
truly repent.  2 Chr 7:14 

6. Nebuchadnezzar basically took all the land promised to 
Abraham. 

7. This is the timing of the Book of Daniel. 
 

I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 C.  The Reign Of Amon (21:19-26) (642-640) 
 D.  The Reign Of Josiah (22:1-23:30) (640-609) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz (23:31-33) (609) 
 F.  The Reign Of Jehoiakim (23:34-24:7) (609-598) 
 G. The Reign Of Jehoiachin (24:8-16) (598-597) 
  1. Summary Of Jehoiachin’s Reign and Life.  24:8-9 
8  Jehoiachin was eighteen (2 Chr 36:9 says 8 years, scribal error) years 

old when he became king, and he reigned three months (2 Chr 36:9 adds 
10 days) in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Nehushta (no 
discernible meaning) the daughter of Elnathan (God gives) of 
Jerusalem.  

9  He did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father had 
done.  

 1. Jehoiachin was the son of Jehoiakim.  2 Chr 36:8 
2. Once again, it does not take long to establish an epitaph of 

evil. 
 

  2. The Initial Plundering Of Solomon’s Temple.  24:10-14 
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10  At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon went up to 
Jerusalem, and the city came under siege.  

11  And Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon came to the city, while his 
servants were besieging it.  

12  Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he and his 
mother (Nehushta) and his servants and his captains and his officials. So 
the king of Babylon took him captive in the eighth year of his (the king of 
Babylon’s) reign.  (age 26) 

13  He (Nebuchadnezzar) carried out from there all the treasures of the 
house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in 
pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in 
the temple of the LORD, just as the LORD had said.  

14  Then he led away into exile all Jerusalem and all the captains and all the 
mighty men of valor, ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and the 
smiths. None remained except the poorest people of the land.  
1. The siege of Jerusalem began 3 months after Jehoiachin 

became king. 
2. The plunder began around 597 B.C. 

 
  3. Jehoiachin To Exile.  24:15-16 
15  So he (Nebuchadnezzar) led Jehoiachin away into exile to Babylon; also 

the king's mother and the king's wives and his officials and the leading 
men of the land, he led away into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.  

16  All the men of valor, seven thousand, and the craftsmen and the smiths, 
one thousand, all strong and fit for war, and these the king of Babylon 
brought into exile to Babylon.  
1. Babylonian records indicate Jehoiachin and five sons were 

taken captive. 
 2. The army did not fight. 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 C.  The Reign Of Amon (21:19-26) (642-640) 
 D.  The Reign Of Josiah (22:1-23:30) (640-609) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz (23:31-33) (609) 
 F.  The Reign Of Jehoiakim (23:34-24:7) (609-598) 
 G. The Reign Of Jehoiachin (24:8-16) (598-597) 
 H. The Reign Of Zedekiah (24:17-25:21) (597-586) 
  1. The Puppet King.  24:17 
17  Then the king of Babylon made his (Jehoiachin) uncle Mattaniah king in 

his place, and changed his name to Zedekiah (“Yahweh my 
righteousness”).  

  2. The Evil Of The Puppet King.  24:18-20 
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18  Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Hamutal the 
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.  

19  He did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had 
done.  

20  For through the anger of the LORD this came about in Jerusalem and 
Judah until He cast them out from His presence. And Zedekiah rebelled 
against the king of Babylon. 
1. Hamutal was also the mother of Jehoahaz, so Zedekiah was 

also a son of Josiah.  Cf 23:31 
2. His evil was that he did not humble himself before Jeremiah 

the prophet.  2 Chr 36:12 
3. The prophecy was clear.  Jer 21:1-22:30 
4. Yet, neither the king or people listened.  2 Chr 36:13-14 
 

2 Kings 25:1-30 
 
  3. The Siege Of Jerusalem And Defeat Of Zedekiah.  25:1-7 
1  Now in the ninth year of his (Zedekiah’s) reign, on the tenth day of the 

tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, 
against Jerusalem, camped against it and built a siege wall all around it.  

2  So the city was under siege until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah.  
3  On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was so severe in the city 

that there was no food for the people of the land.  
4  Then the city was broken into, and all the men of war fled by night by way 

of the gate between the two walls beside the king's garden, though the 
Chaldeans were all around the city. And they went by way of the Arabah.  

5  But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and overtook him in the 
plains of Jericho and all his army was scattered from him.  

6  Then they captured the king and brought him to the king of Babylon at 
Riblah, and he passed sentence on him.  

7  They slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, then put out the 
eyes of Zedekiah and bound him with bronze fetters and brought him to 
Babylon.  

 1. Jerusalem is again laid siege to. 
 2. This fulfills part of Jeremiah’s prophecy. Jer 22:30 
 
  4. The Fall Of Jerusalem.  25:8-12 
8  Now on the seventh day of the fifth month, which was the nineteenth year 

of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of the 
guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.  

9  He burned the house of the LORD, the king's house, and all the houses of 
Jerusalem; even every great house he burned with fire.  

10  So all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard 
broke down the walls around Jerusalem.  
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11  Then the rest of the people who were left in the city and the deserters who 
had deserted to the king of Babylon and the rest of the people, 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away into exile.  

12  But the captain of the guard left some of the poorest of the land to be 
vinedressers and plowmen.  

 1. This occurred in 586 B.C. 
 2. Jerusalem was leveled in fulfillment of Leviticus 26. 
 
  5. The Final Plundering Of Solomon’s Temple.  25:13-17 
13  Now the bronze pillars which were in the house of the LORD, and the 

stands and the bronze sea which were in the house of the LORD, the 
Chaldeans broke in pieces and carried the bronze to Babylon.  

14  They took away the pots, the shovels, the snuffers, the spoons, and all the 
bronze vessels which were used in temple service.  

15  The captain of the guard also took away the firepans and the basins, what 
was fine gold and what was fine silver.  

16  The two pillars, the one sea, and the stands which Solomon had made for 
the house of the LORD-- the bronze of all these vessels was beyond 
weight.  

17  The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and a bronze capital was 
on it; the height of the capital was three cubits, with a network and 
pomegranates on the capital all around, all of bronze. And the second 
pillar was like these with network.  
1. Someone would plunder what the people would not use to 

worship and serve the Lord. 
 2. The greatness of the Temple had fallen. 
 
  6. The Temple Officers Executed.  25:18-21 
18  Then the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest and Zephaniah 

the second priest, with the three officers of the temple.  
19  From the city he took one official who was overseer of the men of war, and 

five of the king's advisers who were found in the city; and the scribe of the 
captain of the army who mustered the people of the land; and sixty men of 
the people of the land who were found in the city.  

20  Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them and brought them to the 
king of Babylon at Riblah.  

21  Then the king of Babylon struck them down and put them to death at 
Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was led away into exile from its 
land.  

 1. The priests, warriors, advisors and attorneys were broken. 
 2. The time of mocking the Lord was over.  2 Chr 36:15-20 
 3. The land would reclaim its violated Sabbatical Years.   

2 Chr 36:21 
 
I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
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 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 C.  The Reign Of Amon (21:19-26) (642-640) 
 D.  The Reign Of Josiah (22:1-23:30) (640-609) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz (23:31-33) (609) 
 F.  The Reign Of Jehoiakim (23:34-24:7) (609-598) 
 G. The Reign Of Jehoiachin (24:8-16) (598-597) 
 H. The Reign Of Zedekiah (24:17-25:21) (597-586) 
 I.  The Governorship Of Gedaliah, A Puppet Governor (25:22-26) 
  1. Gedaliah’s Term As Governor.  25:22-24 
22  Now as for the people who were left in the land of Judah, whom 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left, he appointed Gedaliah the son 
of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan over them.  

23  When all the captains of the forces, they and their men, heard that the 
king of Babylon had appointed Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah 
to Mizpah, namely, Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and 
Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite, they and their men.  

24  Gedaliah swore to them and their men and said to them, "Do not be afraid 
of the servants of the Chaldeans; live in the land and serve the king of 
Babylon, and it will be well with you."  

  2. The Assassination Of Gedaliah.  25:25-26 
25  But it came about in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of 

Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men 
and struck Gedaliah down so that he died along with the Jews and the 
Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah.  

26  Then all the people, both small and great, and the captains of the forces 
arose and went to Egypt; for they were afraid of the Chaldeans.  

I.  The Divided Kingdom (1:1-17:41) 
II.   The Surviving Kingdom Of Judah (18:1-25:30) 
 A.  The Reign Of Hezekiah (18:1-20:21) (715-686) 
 B.  The Reign Of Manasseh (21:1-18) (697-642) 
 C.  The Reign Of Amon (21:19-26) (642-640) 
 D.  The Reign Of Josiah (22:1-23:30) (640-609) 
 E.  The Reign Of Jehoahaz (23:31-33) (609) 
 F.  The Reign Of Jehoiakim (23:34-24:7) (609-598) 
 G. The Reign Of Jehoiachin (24:8-16) (598-597) 
 H. The Reign Of Zedekiah (24:17-25:21) (597-586) 
 I.  The Governorship Of Gedaliah, A Puppet Governor (25:22-26) 
 J.  The Release Of Jehoiachin In Babylon (25:27-30) 
27  Now it came about in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king 

of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, 
that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he became king, 
released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison;  

28  and he spoke kindly to him and set his throne above the throne of the 
kings who were with him in Babylon.  
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29  Jehoiachin changed his prison clothes and had his meals in the king's 
presence regularly all the days of his life;  

30  and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given him by the king, a 
portion for each day, all the days of his life. 
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